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ABE COMMENTS ON ELECTIONS IN PHILIPPINES 


0W201233 Tokyo KYODO in English 1116 GMT 20 Nov 85 


[Text] Tokyo, Nov 20 KYODO -- Foreign Minister Shintaro Abe sald Wednesday Japan hopes 
free presidential elections will be held in the Philippines early next year. We are 
paying attention to whether the presidential elections will be held freely, Abe told an 
upper house committee on foreign affairs and security. 


The elections are to be held on february 7 under a bill being considered by the 
Philippine national assembly. 


Abe also said President Ferdinand E. Marcos seems to be getting better physically, but 
added that the political situation in the Philippines is not considered to be taking a 
favorable turn. The Philippines economy is still finding difficulties in recovering, 
although inflation is being curbed, he said. 


TANAKA REPORTEDLY MEETS CAMPAIGN MANAGERS 


0W210355 Tokyo KYODO in English 0340 GMT 21 Nov 85 


[Text] Tokyo, Nov 21 KYODO -- Former Prime Minister Kakuei Tanaka has met with his 
constituency campaign managers for the first time since he fell ill with a stroke 

nine months ago, according to reports Thursday from informed sources. Tanaka, who is 
appealing to the high court against a lower court decision finding him guilty of taking 
500 million yen in bribes from Lockheed Corp. of the U.S., was believed to have met only 
with his family and secretary. 


The sources said, however, that the former prime minister, who still nominally controls 
the major faction in the ruling Liberal-Democratic Party (LDP), came out to the entrance 
of his house when the campaign leaders visited him on Tuesday. Among the visitors was 
Torao Takahashi, a member of the Niigata prefectural assembly and head of a group which 
constructed a statue of Tanaka in front of the train station at Uras<: in Tanaka's 
electoral constituency in the prefecture. Officials of Etsuzan Kai, Tanaka's support 
group, also attended. 


Tanaka was earlier reported to have been paralized in the right arm, but he actually 
raised the right arm in his characteristic gesture of greeting when he met the visitors, 
the sources said. When Susumu Nikaido, vice president of the ruling party and acting 
head of the Tanaka faction, visited Tanaka last Friday, he could not see the former 
prime minister. Instead Tanaka's wife Hana gave him a recent photograph of Tanaka taken 
with a grandchild. 


Tanaka's meeting with the visitors indicated smooth recovery from his illness and is 
certain to affect the current movements in his faction, centering on the possible dis- 
bandment of an intra-factional "study group" formed by Finance Minister Noboru Takeshita 
earlier this year in an apparent bid to seek the faction's support for a future attempt 
to gain the leadership of the LDP, observers said. 


USSR ASKS JAPANESE INDUSTRIALIST TO IMPORT LNG 


0W201251 Tokyo KYODO in English 1240 GMT 20 Nov 85 


[Text] Tokyo, Nov 20 KYODO -- The Soviet Union asked Japan's electric power industry 
Wednesday to import liquefied natural gas (LNG) to be produced in Sakhalin in a Japan- 
Soviet project from the early 1990s. 


l 
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The request was made by Y.V. Baranovskiy, Chairman of Soyuzgazeksport, responsible for 
the export and import of gases, when he met with Minoru Masuda, chairman of the fuel 
committee of the Federation of Electric Power Companies and also vice president of 
Tokyo Electric fower Co, 


The project, aiming at development of LNG in Sakhalin with capital and technology to 
be provided by Japan, has been stalled by a delay in the Soviet feasibility study and 
a slackening LNG market. Under the project, Japan was scheduled to import three mil- 
lion tons of LNG annually over 20 years from the early 1990s. Masuda, however, showed 
reluctance to accept Soviet LNG because the Japanese electric power industry has al- 
ready arranged necessary LNG imports until the latter half of 1990s, conference 
sources said. 


While showing understanding of the Japanese position, Baranovskiy asked Masuda to 
attend another meeting for LNG talks. Masuda agreed to the meeting, the sources said. 


BANK OF JAPAN INDICATES MAJOR POLICY CHANGE 


0W210359 Tokyo KYODO in English 0309 GMT 21 Nov 85 


[Text] Tokyo, Nov 21 KYODO -- The Bank of Japan intends to keep short-term interest 
rates at present levels, indicating a major change in its policy of guiding them 
higher to bolster the exchange value of the yen against the U.S. dollar, Central Bank 
officials said Thursday. A bank executive dropped the hint at a meeting with leaders 
of major banks Wednesday, the officials said. 


The monetary policy pursued since late September is being changed in view of the 

rapid appreciation of the yen against the U.S. dollar, now around 202 yen, and for 
fear of the possible impact of high interest rates on the Japanese economy. Higher 
short-term rates have led to sharp falls in government bond prices and an upsurge in 
long-term rates, and are expected to force commercial banks to raise their long-term 
lending rates by about 0.5 percentage points in early December. A large hike in long- 
term rates, however, would put a diag on private capital investment and housing con- 
struction, financial sources said. 


PRIVATE CAPITAL SPENDING EXPECTED TO SLOW 


0W201331 Tokyo KYODO in English 1227 GMT 20 Nov 85 


[Text] Tokyo, Nov 20 KYODO -- The growth in private sector capital spending in Japan 
will slow substantially in fiscal 1986, starting next April, a report by a government 
advisory body said Wednesday. The Industrial Structure Council, an advisory organ to 
the minister of international trade and industry, said that private capital spending, 
which has been growing since the latter half of fiscal 1983, has already started 
slowing down. 


Total investment for fiscal 1985 is expected to rise 10.7 percent over the previous 
year, but the growth rate will be halved to only 5.6 percent in the next fiscal year, 
it predicted. 


Manufacturers are expected to be particularly hard hit. Although they expect a 13.0 
percent rise for this fiscal year, they will be faced with minus growth of 4.3 per- 
cent next year, the figure being dragged down by export-oriented companies, the 
report said. Nonmanufacturers, however, will enjoy a 9.2 percent increase compared 
with 2.4 percent growth ertimated for the current fiscal year. 
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The report was based on questionnaires sent on September 1 to 1,721 companies with 
capital of 100 million yen or more under the administration of MITI, Replies were 
received from 1,293 companies. The report said that although the overall planned 
capital spending for fiscal 1985 is expected to total 13,463.5 billion yen, up 

10.7 percent from the previous year, 1986 investment by the 1,293 firms is estimated 
at 11,859.2 billion yen, up 5.6 percent from the current year. Many firms replied 
they may have to revise downward their planned 1985 investment scale. 


The survey was conducted before the yen started surging, and the report predicted 
that capital spending will be even further scaled down by many companies. According 
to the report, automakers’ investment will level off, oil refiners will suffer a 9.2 
percent investment decline, electric machineries an 11.1 percent fall, paper-pulps 

a 20.2 percent drop and cements a 44.8 percent fall. Export-oriented companies will 
suffer a drastic setback due to uncertainty about the U.S. business climate. 


On the other hand, public utilities such as electric power and gas will increase 
capital spending steadily, as will the leasing industry, supported by a big demand 
for high-tech machineries. The electric power sector is expected to enjoy an 11.6 
percent increase and urban gas a 5.1 percent rise. 


MITI officials warned that Japan's business activities will lose steam unless the 
government gives backing to industrialists in tax and financial areas. 


ECONOMIC GROWTH EXPECTED TO SLOW TO 3.5 PEKCENT 


OW201257 Tokyo KYODO in English 1004 GMT 20 Nov 85 


[Text] Tokyo, Nov 20 KYODO -- Two Japanese financial institutions Wednesday -ecast 
that Japan's economic growth in fiscal 1986 would slow to 3.4-3.5 percent in real 
terms, compared with an estimated 4.3-4.6 percent for the current fiscal year, ending 
next March. The Bank of Tokyo and New Japan Securities Co. gave the U.S. business 
slowdown and the yen's rise in value against the U.S. dollar as main factors that 
would bring a slowdown in Japan's economic growth. 


The Bank of Tokyo predicted that Japan's current account surplus would decline to 
47.6 billion dollars from an estimated 48.7 billion dollars in fiscal 1985. The 
securities firm forecast a higher surplus -- 51.5 billion dollars for fiscal 1986, 
against 50 billion dollars this year. The bank, which forecast 3.4 percent economic 
growth for fiscal 1986 against 4.6 percent for the present year, projected that per- 
sonal consumption expenditure would grow by an inflation-adjusted 3.6 percent, private 
housing investment by 3.9 percent, and private investment in plant and equipment 

by 5.2 percent. It also forecast that merchandise exports would increase by only 
1.6 percent in fiscal 1986, due chiefly to the yen's relative strength against the 
dollar, and reduced exports mainly to the United States and China; on the other hand, 
imports will increase 3.8 percent led by manufactured goods, it said. The result 
will be a 53 billion dollar trade surplus, compared with an estimated 54.7 billion 
dollars for fiscal 1985, the bank predicted. 
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SOUTH'S 'MANEUVERS' OBSTRUCT N-S DIALOGUE 


SK141308 Pyongyang Domestic Service in Korean 0953 GMT 14 Nov 85 


[Unattributed talk: "On the Maneuvers of the South Korean Puppets To Lay Obstacles 
to Dialogue" ] 


[Text] All the people in the country and the world's peace~loving people, while re- 
joicing over the fact that the North and South have managed to make a new, wonder- 
ful start for dialogue on a broad scale, for promotion of reconciliation, and for the 
relaxation of tension, hope earnestly that today's affirmative developments will come 
to good fruition at an early date in order to consolidate peace and open wide the 
door to peaceful reunification of our country. 


Regrettably, however, South Korea is casting dark gloom over dialogue and the path to 
reunification by unabashedly committing acts that run counter to the aspirations of 
the people and to the expectations of the world's people. Without any justifiable 
reason, the South Korean, puppets are ignoring dialogue, discussion of the issue of 
nonaggression for the relaxation of tension in the country, while delaying preliminary 
contacts for parliamentary talks on the grounds of their own internal affairs. 


Although we proposed a third preliminary contact on 16 October [as heard] they said in 
response that they would give an answer to our proposal later. However, they have not 
given us any kind of answer, while remaining insincere to our repeated telephone ) 
messages calling for dialogue, and insincerely saying that they will serve us notice 

after mid-December, when the current session of the regular National Assembly will come 

to an end. 


Such an attitude demonstrates that the South Korean puppets are not only insincere 
toward dialogue, but they also do not seek the relaxation of tension. 


Dialogue and confrontation are incompatible. However, the South Korean puppets have 
not only unprecedentedly intensified the slanderous propaganda smearing us while con- 
ducting dialogue with us, but they are also kicking up war exercise rackets against us 
almost daily under the pretext of a threat of southward invasion. Recently, the 
South Korean puppets staged a clownish farce called a joint memorial service for 
those who have sacrificed themselves for the cause of anticommunism, with the service 
held simultaneously in all cities, provinces, and counties in South Korea, including 
Seoul. In the farce suddenly staged on this day [as heard] with a view to raising 
the residents' anticommunist spirit, the puppets slandered us, say‘ng that we are 
attempting to reunify the country by the use of force through communizing the South 
and shouting that all must further strengthen their anticommunist vigilance. 


What is more, the puppets are kicking off wicked anticommunist propaganda by fabricat- 
ing a host of spy ring incidents, premeditated slanderous farces. On 1 November, the 
puppet army's Security Command, announcing that it had rounded up 16 people belonging 
to 5 spy rings, including Na Chong-in, who was alleged to have been active in South 
Korea for a long time, linked them to us. This is a clear testimony to the anti- 
communist propaganda. These are intentional maneuvers aimed at fanning North-South 
confrontation and at straining the situation. In particular, despite the fact that 
the 5th round of the North-South economic talks and the 10th round of the North-South 
Red Cross talks are scheduled for this month, the puppets staged a war exercise called 
"Ssangyong-85" at the beginning of this month and then conducted a succession of war 
exercises, including an exercise encompassing a vast area of Kyonggi Province, thus 
blurring the atmosphere of dialogue. 


The maneuvers of the South Korean puppets, which are casting gloom over dialogue and 
the path to reunification, can be observed more clearly in their pursuit of two Koreas, 
rather than one Korea, while clinging to the two-faced policy of dialogue on the one 
hand and confrontation on the other. 
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As is known, the South Korean puppets openly proposed simultaneous admission of the 
North and South into the United Nations and unilateral entry into the United Nations 
functions held to celebrate the 40th anniversary of the founding of the United Nations 
and then begged for support for such things. They went so far as to utter such pre- 
sumptuous words as the statement that we will also have to take a step to enter the 
United Nations. While talking about tl: relaxation of tension in the country and re- 
unification when they sit with us, the South Korean puppets are behind our backs, 
pursuing a policy of two Koreas that runs counter to the purpose of dialogue and to 
reunification. All the facts prove that the dialogue the South Korean puppets are 
conducting with us is false and the true purpose they are pursuing is not peace and 
peaceful reunification of the country, but the exacerbation of tension and the per- 
petuation of division. 


Because of the two-faced tricks and breach of faith by the South Korean puppets, 
dialogue is at a standstill, instead of making progress. If the South Korean puppets 
continue to commit brazenfaced acts of standing in the way of dialogue and reunifi- 
cation, they will have to take full responsibility for all the consequences arising 
therefrom. 


NODONG SINMUN NOTES JAPANESE TREATY ANNIVERSARY 


SK181250 Pyongyang Domestic Service in Korean 2124 GMT 16 Nov 85 


[NODONG SINMUN 17 November special article: "The History of Disgrace Cannot Be 
Repeated" | 


[Text] Today marks the 80th anniversary of our country's conclusion of the Ulsa Five- 
Point Treaty with the Japanese aggressors, a treaty that was forced upon our country. 
The Ulsa Five-Point Treaty, which the Japanese imperialists fabricated on 17 November 
1905 by using intimidation with force and instigating the pro-Japanese nation-selling 
and traitorous group, is a treaty of aggression that stipulated the establishment of 
the Residency-General rule, which would deprive the feudal government of the Yi 
dynasty of the right to conduct diplomacy and the right to independence in all sectors, 
and a nation-selling treaty through which the five Ulsa enemies, including Yi Wan- 
yong, sold out the country. This treaty clearly showed the character of the Japanese 
imperialists as burglars and aggressors, and was an antinational criminal act of the 
pro-Japanese nation-selling traitors. 


As a result of the conclusion of this treaty, our country's right to independence in 
the political, economic, and military sectors was mercilessly t-odden underfoot, and 
the people were destined to be people of a ruined country, a destiny which they had 
never faced. Five years later, they were reduced to complete colonial slaves of the 
Japanese imperialists. History shows that a country where aggressors and nation- 
sellers run amok, hand in hand, will be ruined, and that the popular masses living 
there will be reduced to colonial slaves. 


The great leader Comrade Kim Il-song has taught: South Korea, which embarked upon the 
road of depending upon foreign forces, rather than the road of independence, was com- 
pletely subjugated to the U.S. imperialists. 


The history of national sufferings, which began 80 years ago, has continued. The U.S. 
imperialist aggressors, who occupied South Korea after the Japanese imperialists’ 
defeat, turned South Korea into their complete colony and have executed the poiicy of 
colonial occupation for as long as 40 years. The Japanese imperialists, who were 
ruined after brutally suppressing and exploiting the Korean people during their 
Residency-General rule, which lasted 5 years, and their colonial rule, which lasted 
36 years, again emerged, after the war, as dangerous forces of aggression after being 
revived and rearmed under the U.S. imperialists’ protection, and are extending their 
feelers of aggression toward South Korea. The Japanese reactionaries’ reinvasion 
maneuvers have been executed in earnest after they began seeking cooperation with 


South Korea. 
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While dreaming about the revival, in South Korea, of their old status as colonial rulers 
the Japanese reactionaries are accelerating political, economic, and military collusion 
with the South Korean puppets and turning South Korea into an investment market for their 
capital, a market for their goods, and an advance base for their expansion to the conti- 


ment. As a result of this, South Korea has been reduced to a double colony of the U.S 
and Japanese aggressors. mn 


With the backing of the U.S. imperialists, the Japanese reactionaries are maneuvering to 
reinvade South Korea by using the South Korean puppets as a guide. Successive South 
Korean puppets have opened a broader road for the Japanese reactionaries' reinvasion of 
South Korea by arranging talks with the Japanese reactionary ruling class and accelerat- 
ing the conclusion of agreements under the pretext of the normalization of relations. 
The Chon Tu-hwan ring is serving as a culprit more loyal than any other of the successive 
South Korean puppets in bringing in the Japanese forces of aggression. In order to 
strengthen collusion between South Korea and Japan and accelerate the fabrication of the 
U.S.-South Korea-Japan triangular military alliance, Japanese Prime Minister Nakasone 
made a junket to South Korea in January 1983 and puppet Chon Tu-hwan made a junket to 
Japan in the fall of 1984. This is evidenced by the fact that following these junkets, 
Reagan, Nakasone, and Chon Tu-hwan -- masters and running dogs -- repeatedly made mutual 
visits under the billboard of security, friendship, and cooperation, 


Just as the five Ulsa enemies subjected the country to the Japanese imperiali:ts' rule 
80 years ago, puppet Chon Tu-hwan has subjected the country to the double rule of the 
1.8. and Japanese aggressors under the pretext of ensuring security in Asia. The puppet, 
who, during his visit to Japan, highly praised the Japanese emperor, the ringleader of 
the Japanese invasion of Korea, begged the Japanese crown prince to deign to visit 

South Korea. 


The Chon Tu-hwan ring is a group that is more traitorous than the five Ulsa enemies. The 
puppets are selling out national dignity and independence, while advocating the theory 
that South Korea and Japan are of the same territory and the same destiny, and are 
accelerating military integration with Japan. 


The frequent personnel exchanges and [words indistinct] between the South Korean puppet 
forces and the Japanese Self-Defense Forces, the repeated inspection of the "Team Spirit" 
combined war exercises by members o: the Japanese Self-Defense Forces, and discussion of 
mutual portcalls by armadas of the Scuth Korean puppet forces and the Japanese Maritime 
Self-Defense Force show that Japanese self-defense forces aggression against Korea has 
emerged as a realistic question, 


Public opinion in South Korea expressing the belief that South Korea-Japan relations 
have reached the stage of complete military alliance, passing the stage of [words indis- 
tinct] and the stage of politics and economy, shows how grave the collusion between 
South Korea and Japan, which is being accelerated under the U.S. imperialists’ manipula- 
tion, has become. The strengthening of relations of collusion between the Japanese 
reactionaries and the South Korean puppets is a by-product of the U.S. imperialists' 
world strategy and, in particular, their Asian strategy, and has come to constitute a 
grave threat to peace in and the peaceful reunification of our country. This is a 
challenge to the youths, students, and people wiio aspire for independence and democrati- 
zation in South Korea. Independence in and the democratization of the South Korean 
society and the realization of peace in and the peaceful reunification of Korea are 
urgent demands of the times and the nation, 


Many-sided dialogue is being held between North and South Korea in an effort to improve 
North-South relations and reconnect severed national ties. The dangerous collusion 
between South Korea and Japan is not only an act that disturbs peace on the Korean 
peninsula but also a criminal act that runs counter to North-South dialogue. 
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The disgraceful history cannot be repeated. Our people will not tolerate the maneuvers 
of the U.S. and Japanese aggressors and the South Korean puppets’ nation-selling, 
traitorous act. 


NODONG SINMUN ON SUPPLYING GOODS TO RURAL AREAS 


$K170021 Pyongyang Domestic Service in Korean 2121 GMT 15 Nov 85 
[NODONG SINMUN 16 November editorial: "Let Us Send More Goods to Rural Areas"] 


[Text] The rural economic sector is now accelerating preparations for account settlement 
and income distribution, concentrating its full force on the threshing of grain. 
Such reality requires that more goods be sent to rural areas. 


Comrade Kim Chong-il, member of the Presidium of the Political Bureau and secretary of 
the party Central Committee, has indicated. We should supply goodsto rural areas well. 


Agricultural workers in a socialist society are allies who are struggling for the same 
objectives and ideals as the working class. They are all socialist workers. Therefore, 
we should responsibly look after the farmers as well as the workers and office workers 
in urban areas and in workers' districts, and send goods to the rural areas in a normal 
way. By doing so, we cen ensure that the party's consideration for farmers reaches 

ther. better and that the party's demand for eliminating the difference in standard of 
living between the workers and farmers by making farmers better-off is better and sooner 
realized. 


We should better supply the rural areas with goods to strengthen the economic ties 
between urban areas and rural areas, to actively push ahead with industrial and agri- 
cultural development, and to strengthen the worker-farmer alliance. 


Sending good quality goods to rural areas in greater quantities is also an important 
political task to strongly evoxe the agricultural workers to carry out the party's 
agricultural policy. We should send many goods to rural areas to enhance the agri- 
cultural workers' desire for increasing production and to encourage their revolutionary 


zeal. 


In particular, during the period from November to early next year when account settle- 
ment and income distribution begins in all rural areas, the demand for goods in rural 
areas is very high. It is an important task for the industrial and commercial sectors 
to supply goods intensively for rural areas during this winter. We should send goods in 
great quantities to rural areas during this period to ensure the agricultural workers 
set off on next year's farming work with greater enthusiasm and that overall socialist 
economic construction is more vigorously accelerated by enhancing the turnover rate of 


funds. 


The party has recently clarified again the principles and methods in the production and 
supply of the goods for rural areas. The functionaries of the relevant sector should 
uphold the party's decisions and directives and plan and supervise the organizational 
work to send more good quality goods c* various kinds to the rural areas. 


In order to do this, they should above all, uphold the party's demand for effecting the 
service revolution and carry out the work of supplying goods well. The service sector 
should better plan and supervise the research in demancs for goods in rural areas, 
securing of goods, and supplying of goods. In particular, the service sector should 
specifically decide on the patterns of the goods for rural areas and send great 
quantitities of various goods, including the industrial goods and foodstuffs cssential 
to the lives of farmers. 
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Commerce is a very important factor which connects production with consumption, and 
commercial functionaries play a very important role here. Commercial functionaries, 
especially the functionaries of county commercial organizations, should uphold our 
party's lofty will to further improve the lives of agricultural workers, grasp the status 
of supply and demand by going among them, mobilize all potential and reserves, and secure 
more goods to be sent to rural areas. They should also see to it that the production of 
sewing machines, bicycles, television seis, watches, and other goods of great demand to 
the residents in rural areas are actively accelerated in close cooperation with the 
relevant plants and enterprises, 


The precondition for improving the work of supplying goods to rural areas is the produc- 
tion of people's consumer goods. The light industrial sector should uphold our party's 
policy of light industrial revolution and effect innovations in the production of the 
people's consumer goods. In particular, it should place emphasis on the production of 
the goods for which farmers have essential demands. The work places and work teams 
producing daily nec2ssities should increase the production of convenient and high-quality 
household goods, kitchen wares, and dailysund:y goods. For this purpose, the planning 
organizations shvuid make correct plans to produce goods for rural areas and ensure that 
raw materials and other materials are supplied to the light industrial plants ahead of 
other slaces. The sectors responsible for supplying raw materials and other materials 
should supply the planned raw materials and other materials without fail. 


The role of the functionaries of the government organizations shoulu be enhanced. The 
functionaries of the administrative and economic guidance committees of the provinces, 
ci-ies, and countries should plan and supervise and responsibly organize thd work cf 
supplying goods to rural areas, with the correct view that they are the servants of the 
people. They should go among the commercial functionaries, grasp their demands, sulve 
problems in time, and ensure that the commercial functionaries thoroughly adhere to the 
requirements and principles of supplying goods for rural areas. They should also ensure 
that the goods are supplied according to the principles of socialist distribution 


The commercial sector and the party organizations of various levels in provincial areas 
should ensure that the commercial functionaries strengthen political work and the work 
with people and always make strenuous efforts for the people with the pride of being the 
functionaries serving the people and with high sense of responsibility. 


NODONG SINMUN URGES IMPLEMENTING 1985 PLAN 


SK191227 Pyongyang Domestic Service in Korean 2133 GMT 18 Nov 85 


[NODONG SINMUN 19 November editorial: "Let Us Organize Organizational and Supervisory 
Work To Implement This Year's Plan"] 


[Text] Today the spirit of a new advance and leap is overflowing in all sectors of the 
people's economy. The zeal of our working class and workers for brilliantly concluding 
this significant year under the leadership of the party is very high and is encouraging, 
with a great power of attraction and influence, ;eople to win new victory. 


This situation urges our economic guidance functionaries to much more successfully 
organize their struggle and supervisory work with full faith and an ambitious spirit. 


The great leader Comrade Kim Il-song has taught: Economic guidance functionariesshould 
operate all plants and enterprises at full capacity and place production on the right 
track by much more successfully organizing economic organizational work and by super- 
vising production activities in a responsible manner. Thus, they should implement the 
plin for the people's economy without fail on a daily, 10-day period, monthly, and 
quarterly basis. 


i ES a Oe 
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To successfully implenent this year's plan at plants and enterprises, we should success- 
fully maintain equipment, carry out the work of organizing labor, and smoothly supply 
raw materials. This question totally depends on the economic guidance functionaries' 
organizational and supervisory work, This has been well shown by the experience gained 
by functionaries of the metal industry sector in implementing the plan for October this 
year. In October, no favorable conditions were provided with iron and steel mills, in- 
cluding the Kim Chaek and Hwanghae industrial steel complexes, and no additional labor 
was supplied to these iron and steel mills. No change took place in equipment and in 
labor. No specially favorable conditions were provided in terms of raw materials. 
Nevertheless, these mills overfulfilled the goal for October, which was set at a high- 
level. This is because economic guidance functionaries went to the seething scene of 
action, resolved the difficult problems in a timely manner by grasping the central key 
links, and carried out the work of organizing and supervising production activities in 
a concrete manner to meet the changing situation. 


Experiencs shows that when functionaries carry out the work of organizing and supervis- 

ing production activities, they can smoothly resolve problens concerning the maintenance 

equipment and the supply of raw materials and carry out production activities in a 

scientific and rational manner. The zeal of our working class is very high today every- 

where. The problem is how economic guidance functionaries organize and supervise this 

rank, : 


Economic guidance functionaries in all sectors of the people's economy should correctly 
understand the importance of their mission and should assume the role of organizer and 
supervisor like army commanders. To achieve this end, functionaries should, above all, 
go down to the scene of production. This is the demand of the party. Work exists at 
the scene of work. By finding work to carry out by going to the scene of work, we can 
detect and resolve knotted problems in a timely manner and study how to organize work. 


All functionaries in the economic sector should simplify meetings and documents, grasp 
the situation by going down to the scene of action where there are party members and 
workers, and resolve knotty problems in a timely manner. The center of the pending » 
organizational and supervisory work in successfully implementing this year's plan is to 
make equipment function properly and to smoothly supply raw materials. 


Equipment and raw materials are basic factors for production, For the time being func- 
tionaries should go down to lower levels, grasp the status of the maintenance of equip- 
ment and of the supply of raw materials, and personally organize and supervise the wor! 
of resolving this problem in close cooperation with related sectors. At the same time, 
by mobilizing the strength of the masses, they should effectively carry out the work of 
using reserve potential to the maximum, Functicnaries should correctly assign tasks to 
sectors concerned, should guide and assist them in correctly pertorming these tasks and 
in unconditionally achieving production goals without fail by frequently evaluating the 
results of these goals. 


The sectors on which we should continuousiy concentiate in order to implement this 
year's plan are the metal, railway transportation, mining, anu power industry sectors. 
Only by advancing the metal, extractive, power, and railway transportation sectors can 
we bring about a leap in the overall sectors of the economy; brilliantly implement this 
year's plan; and further improve the people's standard of living. 


Functionaries of the metal, railway transportation, mining, and power industry sectors 
should understand that success or failure in implementing this year's plan greatly 
depends on their role, should set higher goals on the basis of already attained results, 
and should organize organizational and political work to achieve this goal. In purticu- 
lar; functionaries in these sectors should correctly carry out the work of supplying raw 
materials by maintaining close ties with each other. 
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The mining and railway transportation industrial sectors should, first of all, prouuce 
and transport fuel and raw materials for the metal and power industry sectors, and the 
metal industry sector should preferentially send produced steel materials to these 
sectors. 


Functionaries in all sectors of the people's economy she 4. . everything serve the 
metal, railway transportation, and mining industry sect ; st ould supply equipment 
and materials; should correctly organize the work on co. * , scrap iron and of 


aiding the railway transportation and coal mining sectors, and should, in particular, 
successfully carry out the work of repairing freight cars. 


Not many days are left until the end of the year. Depending on how successfull, all 
sectors organize and supervise the year end struggle, the result of the implementation 
of this year's economic task will be determined. By going down to the scene of action, 
economic guidance functionaries should perform assigned tasks by carrying out bold 
operations and skilled supervisory work with the spirit of crossing a burning river 

or of wading a muddy path. 


Party organizations at all levels and three revolutions team members should correctly 
aid and guide the work of economic guiding functionaries and should correctly provide 
conditions for successfully implementing this year's plan by freshly organizing the 
struggle by going down to the scene of production. 


COOPERATIVE FARMS MEET ON ACCOUNT SETTLEMENT 


SK211024 Pyongyang KCNA in English 1016 GMT 21 Nov 85 


[Text] Pyongyang November 21 (KCNA) -- The cooperative farms of Korea are summing 
up the year's farming, having reaped rich crops again. 


The Chongsan cooperative farm held a meeting for year-end account settlement and in- 
come distribution on the 20th and shared out an average of 11.4 tons of grain and a 
sizab°e amount of cash to each household. 


This year the cooperative farm raised the proportion of the comprehensive mechaniza- 
tion of farming by increasing the operation rate of more than 80 tractors, upwards 
of 100 rice transplanting machines and rice-seedling pulling machines, over 50 rice 
harvestors and other modern farming machines. This helped increase production while 
sharply cutting the manpower consumed per hectare. 


The per hectare yield reached 9.5-10.4 tons at many plots. 


The fourth worktear. reaped 520 more kilograms of grain than last year from each hectare 
with 79 man-days' labor per hectare. 


This year the farm overfulfilled the state plan on all indices. 
Earlier, the Ihyon cooperative farm in Sadong District, Pyongyang munic pality, sum- 


med up the year's farming and distributed above 5 tons of grain and more than 2,400 
won on an average in cash to each household. 
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COMMANVERS DISCUSS NORTH, SO’'TH MILITARY STATUS 


SK210217 Seoul YONHAP in English 0208 GMT 21 Nov 85 


[Text] Seoul, Nov 21 @ANA-YONHAP) - North Korea recently has sharply beefed up its 
military forces in the forward areas near the Demilitarize’ zone dividing the Korean 
peninsula, South Korean Defense Minister Yun Song-min said Thursday. In addressing a 
conference of South Korea's major military commanders, Yun said that North Korea 
increased its military presence along the fron. line from 45 percent of its total 
forces in 1981 to 65 percent this year, 


Attending the conference, held at the Defense Ministry, were Gen. Chong Ho-yong, Arny 
chief of staff; Gen. Kim In-ki, Air Force chief of staff; Adm. Choe Sang-hwa, chief 
of naval operations; Hwang In-su, vice defense minister; and the commanders of South 
Korea's major Army, Navy and Air Force wnits. 


Yun gaid that Pyongyang recently converted armored and mechanized divisions to brigade- 
level units, in order to facilitate joint operations with Air Force and Navy wits. 

It has also established five mechanized comps, each comprising five to six divisions, 
and one artillery corps. Three mechanized units and one artillery brigade of the 
artillery corps have been deployed along the front line, within 8 kilometers of the 
Demarcation Line, he said. 


North Korea's military build-up near the Demilitarized zone is part of its strategy of 
launching a blitzkrieg invasion into South Korea, he said. The minister also said that 
South Korea's Armed Forces have prepared perfectly for a possible North Korean attack 
in the past year and have paved the way for the further development of its armed forces 
into the 2lst century. 


In the meeting, the commanders reviewed military situations at home and abroad. They 
agreed that North Korea is likely to use infiltration and terrorism next year, in an 
effort to create social wrest in South Korea. The commanders pledged to establish a 
firm defense posture to smash any North Korean infiltration attempts in the earlieat 
stage. 


North Korea has build up its offensive power by importing up-to-date weapons, including 
MIG-23 fighters, 500 MD helicopters and SA-3 missiles, and has promoted a large number 
of high-ranking military officers, it was disclosed. 


GATT TO CRITICIZE U.S. TEXTILE RESTRICTIONS 


$K200221 Seoul YONHAP in English 0211 GMT 20 Nov 85 


[Text] Seoul, Nov 20 @ANA~-YONHAP) -- South Korea, Hong Kong and other major textile 
exporting nations will make joint efforts to bring about a relaxation in the mounting 
U.S. import restrictions at General Agreement on Tariffs and Trade (GATT) Textile 
Committee meeting early next month. Trade ana Industry Ministry officials here said 
Wednesday that the textile exporting nations will criticize the absurdity of what they 
call "discriminatory" textile bills recently approved by the U.S. Congress. 


The participants are expected to discuss practical ways to renew the multi-fiber textile 
arrangement (MFA), which expires next July, at the three-GATT committee meeting, 
beginning Dec. 3, in Geneva, the officials said. 
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The officials predicted that the U.S. Congress, which is now working on a compromise 
bill with Senate and House versions, will postpone voting on the bill, as a way of 
pressuring the exporters during the MFA renewal negotiations. They said that the 
new round, which was promoted by the Reagan administration to create a new interna- 
tional trade order, will not be justified if the U.S. Congress passes the bill. 


RED CROSS PLANS VISITS FOR KOREANS IN USSR 


SK200026 Seoul THE KOREA HERALD in English 20 Nov 85 p 1 


[Text] The Korean National Red Cross (KNRC) plans to push ahead with a project to 
arrange for home visits by Koreans living in the Soviet Union next vear, a KNRC 
spokesman said yesterday. The KNRC is contacting the International Committee of 
Red Cross (ICRC) and the Japanese Red Cross Society to sound out the possibility of 
home visits by Korean residents in the Soviet Union, a country with which Korea has 
no diplomatic relations, he said. 


The chances for success in the project are not as slim as may be supposed when taking 
into account the ongoing sports exchanges between the two countries, the spokesman 
asserted. 


An estimated 500,000 Koreans are living in the Soviet Union. Among them, some 70,000 
are said to be residing on Sakhalin, including those forcibly taken to the island 
by Japanese colonialists during World War II, and their descendants. 


Should the Soviet authorities agree to the home-visiting program, the KNRC plans to 
initially arrange home visits by Koreans living on Sakhalin Island, he said. A 
handful of Koreans living on Sakhalin have had tearful reunions with separated family 
members from South Korea in Japan in recent years, but no one has ever visited Korea 
for reunions with dispersed families. 


In addition, the KNRC will make greater efforts to help more Koreans living in main- 
land China visit their homeland, the spokesman said. Under a home-vi siting program 
which started in 1978, several hundred Korean residents in China havc visited Korea 
and met their dispersed family members in emotional reunions. 


KOC WILL ATTEND 1986 WINTER ASIAN GAMES 


SK201400 Seoul YONHAP in English 1030 GMT 20 Nov 85 


[Text] Seoul, Nov. 20 (OANA-YONHAP) -- The South Korean Olympic Committee (KOC) has 
decided to send its delegation to the inaugural winter Asian Games, scheduled to be 
held in Sapporo, Japan, March 1-8 next year, the committee announced Wednesday. The 
size of the delegation and the events it will compete in will be finalized later after 
consultations with related sports organizations, a KOC official said. 


Korea's participation in the winter Asiad will save the face of the country which hosts 
the 1986 Asian Games and the 1988 Summer Olympics, the official said. The KOC also 
decided to dispatch a four-member delegation, to be headed by KOC Chairman Kim Chong- 
ha, to the 4th general assembly meeting of the Olympic Council of Asia, slated for 
Bahrain Dec. 3-5. 
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VIETNAMESE REFUGEES RESCUED NEAR SINGAPORE 


SK290955 Seoul YONHAP in English 0853 GMT 20 Nov 85 


[Text] Pusan, Korea, Nov 20 (Oana-YONHAP) -- A South Korean deep-sea fishing vessel, the 
Kwangmyung No, 87, Thursday saved 97 Vietnamese refugees who had been drifting at sea in 
a wooden boat, 38 miles east of Singapore, according to a telegram sent Wednesday from 
the vessel to the Korea Wonyang Fisheries Co, The Kwangmyung No. 87 came across the 
four-ton wooden boat carrying 97 Vietnamese refugees near Singapore. The Korean vessel 
had been on its way to Pusan, Korea, following a tuna fishing expedition in the Indian 
Ocean. It is scheduled to arrive here Monday. 


Korean authorities are in the process of deciding whether or not to allow the refugees 
to enter Korea, 


YONHAP: KIM YONG-SAM REAFFIRMS NKDP VISIT TO JSP 


$K210101 Seoul THE KOREA HERALD in English 21 Nov 85 p l 


[Text] TOKYO (YONHAP) -- Kim Yong-sam reaffirmed Tuesday the initial plan to send a 
delegation of the New Korea Democratic Party to the Japan Socialist Party, despite the 
NKDP decision to shelve the plan. Kim, co-chairman of the Council for Promotion of 
Democracy, also reaffirmed that JSP chairman Masashi Ishibashi will be invited to visit 
Seoul next January as scheduled, the ASAHI SHIMBUN reported Tuesday. 


In a telephone call to Ishibashi, Kim said that a delegation of the main opposition party 
will be dispatched shortly after the current National Assembly session that ends Dec. 
18, the daily reported. 


The NKDP decided Monday to shelve sending the delegation for the time being, saying "as 
the most pending issue is the struggle for constitutional revision, the party does not 
want the focus to be diverted by the controversy." 


Announcing the reversal of the plan, spokesman Hong Sa-tok said that there are three 
pending issues between the two parties to settle before launching the exchange. They 
are that the JSP is advised to 1) change its policy of recognizing North Korea as the 
only legitimate state in the Korean peninsula, 2) refrain from the overt demand for the 
withdrawal of the U.S. forces from Korea, and 3) explain the news report that the JSP 
got “approval” in advance from North Korea for the exchange. 
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FOREIGN MINISTRY STATEMENT ON THAT VIOLATIONS 


BK201246 Phnom Penh SPK in French 1153 GMT 20 Nov 85 


[Text] Phnom Penh, 20 Nov (SPK) -- In a statement made public today, the Ministry 
of Foreign Affairs of the PRK vigorously condemned Thailand's gross violations of 
Cambodia's sovereignty and territorial integrity. Following is the full text of the 
statement : 


Despite the protests raised on many occasions by the PRK, the Thai authorities always 
persist in their hostile policy against the Cambodian people. Not a single week has 
passed without the acts against the sovereignty and territorial integrity of the 

PRK being perpetrated by Thailand in support of the infiltration and sabotage activities 
launched by the Pol Pot remnants and other Cambodian reactionaries into Cambodia 

from their refuge in Thai territory. During the period from 6 to 14 November, 211 
violations of Cambodian territory by Thai forces were reported. Heavy artillery pieces 
set up in Thailand fired 27 times on the Phnum Malai and Ta Sanh sectors of Battambang 
Province and some areas west and southwest of Smat Deng, Pursat Province. Thai 
vessels, including a warship, operated in the sectors located 9 to 21 nautical miles 
off Kong and Tang Islands. 


Thai reconnaissance planes on 19 occasions flew into Cambodia's airspace over Preah 
Vihear, Siem Reap-Oddar Meanchey, Battambang, and Pursat Provinces. Particularly 
serious were the facts that two Thai aircraft penetrated deep on 6 November into the 
airspace above Vavel village, Battambang District, Battambang Province, and two 

others made reconnaissance flights on 7 November as deep as 15 km inside 

Cambodia's airspace above Kantuot village, Choam Khsan District, Preah Vihear Province. 


These violations committed by the Thai forces once again clearly show that in order 
to support Pol Pot's remnant forces and his clique against Cambodia's rebirth and 
while continuing to give them active assistance, the Thai Administration has not 
hesitated to directly and deliberately carry out hostile acts against the PRK. 


It is fitting to recall that on 5 October 1985 Thai soldiers even intruded into 
Kouk Romiet commune, Thmar Puok District, Battambang Province, and three of them were 
captured by Cambodian border guards. 


It is known to all that the slanderous remarks made during the past few days by 
Bangkok against Cambodia and Vietnam are aimed merely at covering up the criminal 
acts of the Thai authorities themselves and at preparing opinion for the intensifi- 
cation of their customary hostile activities against the Cambodian people. 


The Ministry of Foreign Affairs of the PRK vigorously denounces and condemns the above- 
mentioned violations of the PRK's sovereignty and territorial integrity, and demands 
that the Thai authorities immediately put an end to them. They must bear full respon- 
sibility for the consequences that derive from their hostile acts against the PRK. 
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PASASON COMMENTS ON SOVIET POSITION IN GENEVA 


BK210316 Vientiane Domestic Service in Lao 0000 GMT 21 Nov 85 
[PASASON 21 November commentary: "The Epochal Call Should Be Met") 


[Text] The meeting between Mikhail Gorbachev, general secretary of the CPSU Central Com- 
mittee, and President Ronald Reagar of the United States in Geneva on 19-20 November was 
a summit meeting between the leaders of the two countries playing important roles in 
sett’ 1g urgent international problems so as to ensure lasting peace in the world and to 
respouu to the current call for the survival of present and future generations. 


At present, the world people as well as the Swiss people are looking intensely at the 
gate of the Soviet-U.S. summit meeting room in Geneva to follow closely the great event 
which will enable the path of world history to turn toward the consolidation of peace 
and security. This is the hope of everyone in every country, no matter whether he is a 
politician, a coolie, chauffeur, journalist, author, or any of the people of all strata 
in all societies. The strong aspirations of these people have been publicized clearly 
through various channels of the mass media, through their practical deeds, on placards 
they carry in demonstrations against the arms race in all countries throughout the world, 
and in their messages and appeals with their own signatures. 


For instance, when the delegation of the leaders of some prominent J.S. antimilitarist 
movements and organizations, led by former U.S. presidential candidate Jesse Jackson and 
(James Clonebaum), executive director of the National Movement Against Nuclear Weapons, 
met with Mikhail Gorbachev on 19 November, it handed a petition for peace to the general 
secretary of the CPSU Central Committee. The contents of the petition are in line with 
the initiative and peace proposals advanced by the Soviet Union on the banning of nuclear 
weapons by all parties, and the halting of the expansion of the arms race into outer 


space. 


Therefore, the support by the vast peace-loving world public opinion and public opinion 
in the United States to the policy and peace proposals of the Soviet Union all means that 


they have given the mandete tothe Soviet Unionto do everything possible and to do its 
utmost to achieve a halt to the arms race, and to do away with the threat of a nuclear 

war so as to consolidate peace and international stability. The Lao peopie, like all 
peace-loving people throughout the world, support the consistent stand and peace proposals 
of the Soviet Union and firmly believe that the summit meeting between the Soviet Union 
and the United States will produce new, efficient measures to ensure genuine peace and 
security in the world and to create an opportunity for all peoples of the world to work 
conveniently to solve problems of hunger and to overcome all natural calamities. Only 

by doing this will the present urgent epochal call be met. 


PASASON ON NATIONAL DEFENSE, PUBLIC SECUR| 


BK201700 Vientiane Domestic Service in | GMT 19 Nov 85 


[PASASON editorial: "Step Up Defending the Country and Maintaining Public Security and 
Social Order"] 


[Text] In the new period of the Lao revolution the entire Lao party, Army, and people 
must strictly implement the party's two strategic tasks -- to defend and build socialism. 
These two tasks are interlinked in all spheres of work. This means that economic con- 
struction is always linked with national defense and the task of maintaining public 
security. The national defense task must be linked with the public security task and 
closely associated with the task of maintaining order and security in the whole society. 
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A resolution of the third party congress clearly stipulates that as we enter the new 
period, the struggle between us and the enemy will remain fierce and uncompromising. 
We must counter the enemy's multifaceted sabotage activities and at the same time stand 
ready to defend the country and oppose all wars of aggression. 


Facts in the past several years testify to the talents of our party. The struggle to 
determine which path -- socialism or capitalism -- is winning continues fiercely and 
uncompromisingly in our country. The ultrarightist reactionaries in the Thai ruling 
circles and the Chinese expansionists and hegemonists, in collusion with the U.S. 
imperialists, pursue dark military and political policies, carry out nibbling attacks 
and encroach upon our territorial integrity, create unrest, and carry out psychological 
warfare with the aim of sabotaging and obstructing the construction work of the Lao 
people of all tribes as well as peace in Southeast Asia. 


Profoundly grasping the party's strategic tasks and understanding the enemy's reaction- 
ary nature and cruel and dark schemes, the revolutionary administration and the party 
have regularly educated and trained our entire party, army, and people in order to 
further heighten their vigilance and ceaselessly consolidate and strengthen the all- 
people national defense and public security. The national defense and public security 
forces in various localities have coordinated with the people of all tribes to attack 
the enemy in all respects, thus bitterly defeating the schemes designed by the ultra- 
rightist reactionaries in the Thai ruling circles, the Beijing reactionaries, and their 
henchmen to nibble at our territory and wage psychological warfare and multifaceted 
war. This great success constitutes an encouragement for our entire party, army, and 
people to punish the enemy more biterly. 


Due to their reactionary nature and their refusal to give up their hostile policy to- 
ward the revolution of Laos as well as those of other Indochinese countries, the Beijing 
reactionaries and the Thai ultrarightist reactionaries continue to stubbornly pursue 
such a dark policy, in both the strategic and tactical spheres. They have energetically 
carried out espionage activities, launched fact-distorting propaganda campaigns, and 
obstructed and sabotaged the Lao people's construction work and struggle for peace. 
They have also tried to divide the Indochinese peoples in the hope of weakening the 
strength of militant alliance and all-round cooperation among them. They have resorted 
to many methods and forms to bribe the credulous people and those lacking vigilance to 
serve them in an attempt to create confusion and weaken our country so that they can 
swallow it up. Particularly, the enemy will strive to obstruct, sabotage, and check 
the celebration of the 10th anniversary of our 2 December national day. 


Regarding these dark schemes of the enemy, we must heighten our vigilance more than 
ever before, unite closely, and artfully and promptly coordinate with one another to 
totally defeat all his dark schemes. To achieve this, the party committees at all 
levels and the administration at various levels must strengthen their leadership in 
the national defense and public security tasks and strive to mobilize, educate, and 
train our entire people to heighten their revolutionary vigilance, clearly understand 
the enemy's sabotage schemes, and oppose the psychological warfare, spy war, and all 
other activities. : 


At the same time, they must pay special attention to building the national defense and 
public security forces and must strive to consolidate the administration at the grass- 
roots level, communities, towns, offices, organizations, factories, and plants and 
ensure tranquillity and order for them. At the same time, attention must be paid to 
educating and training the people of all tribes to contribute to serving the public 
security task as informants and to effectively coordinate with the Armed Forces so 
that the enemy's activities will be promptly smashed. } 


‘? 
~ 
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The national defense task and the task of maintaining public secu:ity and order in the 
society are important and must be carried out by the entire people. This is aimed at 
safeguarding the country's indeperdence, sovereignty, and territorial integrity; ensur- 
ing tranquillity and security in the society; creating conditions for production deve- 
lopment; gradually improving our people's living conditions, and particularly at making 
the celebration of the 10th anniversary of the 2 December National Day festive, joyous, 
significant, and gloriously succesful. 


FRIENDSHIP, COOPERATION WITH MPR HAILED 


BK201325 Vientiane Domestic Service in L-o0 0530 GMI 19 Now 85 
["Memoir" "Lao-Mongolian Friendship and Cooperation"] 


[Text] The MPR is one of the socialist cowmtries that has consistently supported and 
assisted the Lao people's revolutionary cause in each stage. During the 10 years of 
creating and building an economic foundation, and during the national-democratic revo- 
lution against the imperialist aggressors for national liberation, the MPR Government 
and the Mongolian people -- while fighting the trend toward war and opposing the arms 
race and while supporting the struggles by progressive people throughout the world for 
peace -- have- always given consistent assistance to the Lao revolution. During the 
socialist transformation and construction period, the Mongolian people assisted the 
Lao people in many fields in the spirit of the treaty of friendship and cooperation 
signed by the leaders of the two countries on 8 December 1979. 


Since then, the cooperation between the two countries has taken a new step. The 
Mongolian people's cooperation with and assistance to their Lao counterparts can be 
put into two categories: loans and gratis aid. The gratis aid category has already 
been 100 percent fulfilled, ae has the loan category. As part of this assistance, the 
MPR Government helped build a sheep~raising station at Khangsai in Xieng Khouang 
Province and a 60-bed hospital in 1984. he construction cost of the hospital was 
11,690,818 tugrik, and it was built with gratis aid funds. Moreover, the MPR has given 
scientific and technical assistamce to and has cooperated and carried out trade 
exchanges with Laos. All this clearly shows the internationalist spirit of the MPR 
Government and people toward the Lao people and people of other fraternal socialist 
countries. 


At the Third LPRP Congress, Comrade Bat-Ochiryn Atlangerel, member of the MPRP 
Central Committee Politburo, secretary of the Ulaabaatar Party Committee, and head of 
the MPRP delegation, delivered a speech. Speaking on behalf of Mongolian communists 
and workers, he said: ‘The relations between our two parties and people have been 
developed and strengthened for the interest of the Mongolian and Lac people on the 
basis of mutual solidarity and wnderstanding. This can be clearly seen in the treaty 
of friendship and cooperation signed between the leaders of our two countries in 1979. 
All the documents signed by the leaders of our two parties an‘ countries clearly show 
that the socialist relationship between our two countries has «i ' to further enhance 
and raise the living standard of our two people so that they can enjoy happiness and 
prosperity, thus improving our two societies. All nations must be allowed to live in 
peace and to have independence free from the threat of war created by the imperia- 
lists. This is the common aspiration of the socialist cowmtries and all peace- 


loving people around the world. 
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OFFICIAL REPORTS ON SRV DEPLOYMENT ALONG BORDER 


BK200119 Bangkok THE NATION tn English 20 Nov 85 p 2 


[Text] Four Vietnamese divisions backed by about 20 Soviet-made T-54 tanks have 
been deployed near the Thai-Kampuchean border opposite the eastern provinces of 
Chanthaburi and Trat in a preparation for an attack on the Khmer resistance 

guerillas in the current dry season, a senior military official told THE NATION. 


The official, who declined to be named, said the Vietnamese infantry divisions Nos 50, 
330, 339 and 4 are deployed in the Kampuchean border areas of Battambang, Pursat and 
Koh Kong provinces opposite the Thai frontier stretching from Chanthaburi and Prachin- 
buri to Hat Lek Village of Khlong Yai District of Trat. 


According to the official, small-scale fig! tings between the Khmer Rouge guerrillas 
and Vietnamese soldiers have been reporte« almost daily in the Kampuchean mountainous 
area of Phnom Salawan, about one kilometre from the Thai border in Khlong Yai 

Village of Pong Namron District in Chanthaburi since November 10. He said Thai marines 
positioned on Banthat mountain range, which demarcates Thailand and Kampuchea, in 

Ban Chamrak Village of Muang District in Trat have also been frequently harassed by the 
Vietnamese soldiers. The marines and Vietnamese soldiers Monday engaged in a cross- 
border fighting in which one marine was killed and a ranger wounded. He said a 

Thai marine outpost on the Banthat mountain is located very close to a Vietnamese 
position. 


According to the official, the Khmer Rouge guerrillas on the mountainous range on 

the Kampuchean frontier oppo. ite Trat have dispersed into small groups and set up 

several small mobile outposts. "The Khmer Rouge tactics make it difficult for the 

Vietnamese full-scale offensive because the guerrillas operate in small groups and 
move so fast to avoid betng destroyed," he said. 


OFFICIALS REJECT AMNESTY FOR COUP SUSPECTS 


Prem on Rumors 
BK210139 Bangkok BANGKOK POST in English 21 Nov 85 p l 


[Excerpts] The Prime Minister yesterday rejected rumours of an amnesty for suspects 
in the September 9 coup attempt. 


Gen Prem Tinsulanon said the matter was in the hands of the courts and the Government 
would let the courts proceed with it. 


Speaking at Government House, the Prime Minister said of reports that the Government 
was planning an amnesty: "I don't know who started the rumours." 


Rumours have been circulating that an amnesty would be granted to the coup suspects 
to avoid exposing and embarrassing certain senior military figures during the trial. 


A Cabinet source told the BANGKOK POST, that Gen Prem held no personal grudge against 
any of the suspects but felt the trial must proceed for the sake of "rationale 
and principle”. 


Although there had been talk of an amnesty, discussions on the topic resurfaced when 
former prime minister Kriangsak Chamanan told ASIAWEEK that he entertained hopes of 

an amnesty. The amnesty suggestion was immediately opposed by Deputy House Speaker 

Piyanat Watcharaphon on Monday. 


Chat Prachathippatai MP Piya Angkinan said on Monday, however, that his party planned 
to lobby in the House for an amnesty because Gen Kriangsak had had no part in the 
coup attempt. 
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Gen Prem also denied that former US secretary of state Henry Kissinger had told him Gen 
Kriangsak was a dangerous man who should be judicially liquidated, as reported by the 
EXECUTIVE INTELLIGENCE REVIEW (EIR). Dr Kissinger, who arrived in Bangkok last night, 
also denied the report. The EIR report said Dr Kissinger made the remark over lunch 
with Gen Prem at the Four Seasons restaurant in New York in September. 


Insisting the report was false, Gen Prem said he believed Dr Kissinger was equally con- 
cerned. Gen Prem said that a person of Dr Kissinger's stature would not be interested in 
a small issue which was a domestic Thai affair. The Premier also denied he had discussed 
the coup with -- nor even met -- U.S. Ambassador to Jakarta John Holdridge during his 
visit to Indonesia. 


Commenting on Dr Kissinger's visit, Gen Prem said he had prepared no special issues for 
discussion. 


Deputy Speaker Comments 
BK200128 Bangkok BANGKOK POST in English 20 Nov 85 p 5 


[Excerpt] An amnesty should not be granted to those implicated in the September 9 coup 
attempt as suggested by Gen Kriangsak Chamanan because it will only cause disunity in 
the country, said Deputy House Speaker Piyanat Watcharaphon yesterday. 


Mr Piyanat, commenting on Gen Kriangsak's interview in ASIAWEEK magazine in which he 
suggested amnesty for coup suspects, said the government should let the court decide the 
fate of the suspects so the people will see that justice is carried out. He countered 
Gen Kriangsak's suggestion that amnesty should be granted in order to preserve national 
unity for saying this would cause disunity instead. 


Mr Piyanat said that the way to prevent this from happening is to let the legal system 
take its course to determine whether or not the accused, including Gen Kriangsak, are 
guilty or not. "If amnesty is granted, the people will see that political power in this 
country is only contested by a few groups," Mr Piyanant said. "If the rebelling group 
wins, then they will have power; and if it loses, the other groups will forgive them 
anyway." He added: "It's a pity that those who are calling for unity now did not think 
about it before they took action. They are only thinking about unity now because they 
want to save themselves." 


Asked if he would oppose a mo pass an amnesty bill through Parliament, Mr Piyanat 
said that he would oppose it because he does not agree with using force to change or 
achieve political power. "How can government administer the country if there are always 
people trying to overthrow it and then asking the government to forgive them. If an 
amnesty bill is put through Parliament then the house would become a tool for those who 
use violence," Mr Piyanat said. 


Prime Minister Prem Tinsulanon and Supreme Commander Gen Athit Kamlang-ek have also 
ruled out the possibility of an amnesty. 


Asked about the possibility that if the trial is allowed to continue it could implicate 
others, the deputy house speaker said that this should also be left for the court to 
decide. 


NEWSPAPERS WARNED FOR PUBLISHING MILITARY LIST 


BK201525 Bangkok THAI RAT in Thai 19 Nov 85 pp l,/7 


[Text] The Special Branch Police has notified chief editors of several newspapers, 
including Phaithun Sunthon of THAI RAT, to report to sign an acknowledgement of receiv- 
ing a warning for publishing the 1985 military reshuffle list. The police said instruc- 
tions on this came fr_m the military. 
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On this matter, THAI RAT believes that the publication of the list has violated no law 
since the list is taken from the ROYAL GAZETTE, an official publication of the Secre- 
tariat of the Cabinet, and is printed by the Royal Gazette Publication Division at the 
printing house of the Secretariat of the Cabinet at Ratchawithi intersection, Samsen Road 
in Bangkok, with Mr Prayong Panin as publisher. 


The 1985 military reshuffle list was printed in a special issue of the ROYAL GAZETTE, 
Vol 102, Chapter 135, and dated 27 September 1985, and is the announcement of the Office 
of the Prime Minister appointing military officers to official positions. It begins 
with: "A royal decree has been issued appointing the following officers to hold various 
posts in the service of the nation." It then presents the list of appointments to the 
Office of the Defense Permament Secretary, the Supreme Command, the Army, the Navy, and 
the Air Force. Altogether, there are 299 names on the list, as previously reported by 
THAI RAT. 


The ROYAL GAZETTE is a weekly publication of the Cabinet Secretariat, coming out every 
Tuesday. <A special edition is published whenever there are urgent announcements. Any 
interested person can subscribe to it on an annual basis. The publications are sent to 
subscribers by mail or they can be picked up at Government House, 


THAI RAT Chief Editor Phaithun Sunthon said he cannot sign the acknowledgement as the 
publication is not in violation of the law. He said if it is in violation of the law, 
the publisher of the ROYAL GAZETTE, Mr Prayong Panin, should be summoned for a warning 
too. However, the ROYAL GAZETTE is an official publication and is not subjected to the 
Printing Act, as are ordinary newspapers and magazines. 


Police Lieutenant Colonel Somchai Atthanawanit, inspector at the Special Branch, explain- 
ed to reporters yesterday that several newspapers received the notification of warning 
because the military considers the list to be a secret involving uilitary strength. To 
reporters’ arguments that the list is pyblished in the ROYAL GAZETTE, P0l Lt Col Somchai 
said he was not clear himself on the instruction from the military, but the military 
insisted that the announcement in the ROYAL GAZETTE indicated only the promotions and 

not the ranks and offices. Although reporters insisted that what newspapers publish is 
in the ROYAL GAZETTE, Pol Lt Col Somchai persuaded the newspapers to sign an acknowledge- 
ment of the warning. 


Interior Minister Responds 


BK200836 Bangkok BANGKOK WORLD in English 20 Nov 85 p 3 


[Text] Interior Minister Sitthi Chirarot this morning lashed out at the Special Branch 
Police Division for summoning newspaper editors to get a warning against printing mili- 
tary reshuffle lists which had been published in the ROYAL GAZETTE. 


The Special Branch Police Division, however, cancelled the summons yesterday following 
criticisms over its action. 


Asked to comment on the issue, Gen Sitthi said he did not understand why the Special 
Branch Police took such an action since the military reshuffle lists had already been 
published in the ROYAL GAZZTTE. "It is not necessary to give them a warning as long as 
the matter is not over-criticised," said Gen Sitthi, who said he learnt of the police 
move from a news cutting which his wife, Khunying Chuap, gave him. "I will inquire the 
Police Chief (Pol Gen Narong Mahanon) over the matter," Gen Sitthi said. | 
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When reporters said the Special Branch Police sometimes ignored some sensitive matters 
but played up trifles whenever they were pressured to do so by the military, Gen Sitthi 
said: "I am also feeling that way." He said that some people had tried to suggest that 
he take action against newspapers over this and that matter which concerned unrest and 
disunity but that he never followed anybody's suggestions, adding that he would consider 
doing so by himself if the matter was really serious. 


"I never ordered a closure of newspapers. Press officers need to be firm and steadfast 
and act out of their own consideration, not from external pressures," he said. 


He stressed that he disagreed with che police plan to warn newspapers for having re- 
produced what had been published in the ROYAL GAZETTE which he said contains matters the 
people should know. 


On the concern that the enemies might learn of the military reshuffle lists, Gen Sitthi 
said the enemies had roamed all over Bangkok and already known of military secrets with- 
out having to read the ROYAL GAZETTE. "Let's not play up a trifle," he said. 


Gen Sitthi said those who had urged iim to take action against newspapers were not mili- 
tarymen but policians. He, however, declined to elaborate, 


SRV TROOPS SEIZE 3 TRAWLERS; CREWS RELEASED 


BK200115 Bangkok THE NATION in English 20 Nov 85 p 3 


[Text] Samut Prakarn -- Three Thai trawlers, worth over seven million baht, were yes- 
terday captured by Vietnamese troops while fishing in an internatior.al sea lane near the 
Vietnamese waters, an informed source said. 


The source said the skipper of the Nathuthong Two fishing trawler radioed to Samut 
Prakarn Province's fishery centre at 10 am that his trawler and other two fishing boats 
were intercepted by about 20 Vietnamese soldiers who were on board a captured Thai 
trawler named C. Runangrat Charoen, The source quoted the skipper as telling the radio 
official that the Vietnamese had confiscated all three trawlers which were equipped with 
modern fishing equipment worth more than 7 million baht. 


While confiscating the three ships, “he Vietnamese approached a Thai trawler, identified 
as Dao Thai, and forced all 12 crew of the three seized vessels to board the Dao Thai. 
All the crew members managed to return safely to the province, the source said, 


Owner of the Dao Thai, Monchai Sawangpha, said that so far about 200 trawlers have been 
confiscated by the Vietnamese and most of them are still being detained in Vietnam. 


SRV POSTPONES RELEASE OF FISHERMEN ‘INDEFINITELY' 


BK201550 Bangkok Domestic Service in Thai 0530 GMT 20 Nov 85 


[Text] Deputy Director General of the Fisheries Department Plotprasop Suratsawadi 
reports that the Thai Embassy in Vietnam has urgently informed the Foreign Ministry that 
Vietnam will not release 307 Thai fishermen scheduled to be sent to Thailand today 
[20 November] and on Friday, 22 November. Vietnam has delayed the return of the fisher- 


men indefinitely. 
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VO DONG GIANG ON MIA ISSUE, RELATIONS WITH U.S. 


HK210132 Hong Kong AFP in English 1146 GMT 20 Nov 85 


[Text] Hanoi, Nov 2U (AFP) -- There have been no fundamental changes in U.S.-Vietnamese 
relations in recent months, despite progress over U.S. servicemen missing in the Vietnam 
war (MIA's) and several visits by U.S. delegations, a senior Vietnamese official said. 
Deputy Foreie. Affairs Minister Vo Dong Giang told reporters after the first day yester- 
day of a joint U.S.-Vietnamese search for the remains of a crew of a plane shot down in 
1972 that limited progress had been made in recent months on certain issues, including 
the MIA problem. But “fundamentally, I do not see any change" in U.S.-Vietnamese rela- 
tions, he added. 


Mr. Vo [as received] also reiterated Vietnam's hope that the United States would cooper- 
ate with a two-year plan drawn up by Hanci to “settle the MIA question." Vietnam has 
decided to implement the plan unilaterally in 1986 and 1987, but efforts to research 
the problem would be "more productive and faster" if the United States would take part, 
the deputy minister said. 


A visit here before the end of the year by a high-ranking U.S. delegation would consti- 
tute a major step in this direction, Mr Vo said, adding that at the moment he had no 
indication that the United States was ready to send such a delegation to Vietnam. He 
said Vietnam's two-year plan would have two main phases: first, a gathering and verify- 
ing of all available information on the MIA's in both Vietnam and the United States, 
followed by a search of the relevant sites, with any remains found to be restored to the 
United States. The MIA problem would be considered settled when the two sides reach "the 
conclusion that further investigation would be useless," he added. 


"We have no idea how many MIA's could be found" through the plan, he said. According 
to U.S. figures, some 1,/97 soldiers are still missing from the Vietnam war, aost of 
them airmen. Mr. Vo also indicated that no additional searches for the MIA remains 

were expected in the near future. The two sides must first "take the measure of this 


experience," he said. 


"Vietnam agrees in principle" to further joint U.S.-Vietnamese searches, but neither 
country currently knows which other sites might be searched, he added. The success 

of the investigations for the MIA remains depends on the "the will and the contribution 
of the Americans," he said. The current search operation, the first of its kind, is 
expected to last about 10 days. 


HANOI REPORTS ON U.S.-SOVIET SUMMIT MEETING 


O0W201159 Hanoi Domestic Service in Vietnamese 1100 GMT 20 Nov 85 


[Text] As reported earlier, talks between Gorbachev, general secretary of the CPSU 
Central Committee, and U.S. President Reagan began in Geneva on the morning of 19 Noven- 
ber. Both sides continued the talks in the afternoon. Later, Comrade Gorbachev held 
private talks with President Reagan. Comrade Gorbachev gave a banquet in honor of the 
U.S. President in the evening. The talks continued at the headquarters of the Soviet 


delegation in Geneva today. 
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ARMY PAPER VIEWS USSR, U.S. STANDS AT GENEVA 


BK201147 Hanoi International Service in English 1000 GMT 20 Nov 85 


[Text] The Vietnamese army paper QUAN DOI NHAN DAN in a commentary on Tuesday [19 Noven- 
ber] described the Soviet-U.S. summit meeting in Geneva as an important political event 
of the world in 1985. The paper said: This is the ninth high-level Soviet-U.S. meeting 
since the Second World War and the first meeting between the two top Soviet and U.S. 
leaders since the signiiug of the SALT II Treaty in Vienna in June 1979. The purpose of 
their meeting this time in Geneva, after 6 years of interruption, is to discuss the 
question of peace and war, a basic and urgent issue of our time. American newspapers 
disclosed that at the negotiating table in Geneva, President Ronald Reagan would deal 
with 25 problems relating to 4 major topics, all cut-and~dry, such as regional conflicts, 
human rights, bilateral relations, and arms control. 


The White House's intention is clear. By giving top priority to the regional crises, 
especially in Central America, the Middle East, Afghanistan, and Kampuchea, and listing 
the questions of peace, disarmament, and opposition to nuclear buildup in the last items 
of the agenda and then proposing that the question of peace be solved in close relations 
with other issues, it still wants to trade away the question of war and peace as the bar- 
gaining chip. European newspapers, however, said that in the present world's tense situ- 
ation, the Soviet-U.S. summit should cover the question of peace and find out measures 

to remove the danger of a nuclear holocaust. So the gvodwill and responsibility of the 
two sides should be reflected first of all in their discussions of arms control. But 
what the Reagan administration has done in the past few weeks before the opening of the 
summit meeting is completely contrary to our expectations. 


As precautions against the number of arms control agreements to be reached in Geneva, 
some French newspapers reported, the Pentagon already sent Pershing 2 and cruise missile 
facilities to the FRG and the Netherlands. What is more, to score propaganda points, 
President Reagan made public a letter he had received from 39 U.S. senators in which they 
expressed full support for his Strategic Defense Initiative program. On 17 November, 2 
days before the opening of the Geneva summit, Washingt~n again pressured NATO to allocate 
$200 million for the research and production of several new kinds of weapons and its 
factories in Europe, hoping that technological breakthroughs would give the United States 
an insurmountable lead in offensive weapons to prepare for a first nuclear strike. The 
secret letter sent by Secretary of Defense Caspar Weinberger to President Reagan, which 
called for a tough stand against the Soviet Union in Geneva, is another proof of Washing- 
ton's plan to continue military buildup and gain military superiority. 


Meanwhile, the peace proposals of the Soviet Union have drawn much public interest. 

As Soviet party General Secretary Mikhail Gorbachev pointed out, the Soviet side would 
concentrate on security problems, first of all preventing the arms race in the outer 
space and stopping the arms race on earth. The most urgent task is to achieve peace for 
mankind, to stop the arms race, and to eliminate nuclear weapons. He added that the 
Soviet Union would do all it can to make the Geneva summit meeting a success. 


Since early this year, the Soviet Union nas repeatedly put forth many important proposals 
concerning suspension of the development of intermediate-range missiles in Europe. Par- 
ticularly, it unilaterally decided to halt all nuclear tests as from 6 August 1985 and 
demanded the inclusion in the agenda of the 48th United Nations General Assembly session 
the question of international cooperation in conquering outer space for peaceful pur- 
poses without militarizing it. The Soviet Union then unilaterally decided not to deploy 
antisatellite weapons systems in space and unilaterally halted all nuclear tests. 


~~ “s 


~ 
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It also urged the United States to reach agreement on banning all offensive weapons and 
reducing the nuclear weapons of the twce sides by 50 percent, weapons that could be fired 
on each other's territory. All these proposals by the Soviet Union are aimed at prevent- 
ing the danger of a nuclear war and defending peace and life on our planet. The constant 
peace policy of the Soviet Union has been proved by both word and deed. Once again, the 
Soviet-U.S. summit in Geneva would bring to light who is advocating peace and justice and 
who i; pursuing war and injustice. 


NHAN DAN CRITICIZES U.S. ARMS, SPACE POLICIES 


0W190737 Hanoi VNA in English 0718 GMT 19 Nov 85 


[Text] Hanoi VNA Nov 19 -- "The Vietnamese people welcome the Soviet-—American summit 

meeting in Geneva and wish that its outcome would be a positive contribution to easing 
tension in the world and accelerating the trend towards dialogue", says NHAN DAN in a 

frontpaged article today. 


The paper goes on: 


"The world people expect positive results from the Soviet-American summit meeting but 
they have good reason to be concerned about the attitude and stance of the U.S. side. 
The U.S. imperialists are still clinging to their plan of intensifying the arms race 
and the wilitarization of the outer space". 


"The world people demand the U.S. President adopt a more realistic attitude in order to 
make the Soviet-American summit yield results which would meet the aspiration of the 
whole mankind", NHAN DAN says in conclusion. 


THAI 'FABRICATIONS' ON INTRUSIONS REJECTED 


0W201813 Hanoi VNA in English 1520 GMT 20 Nov 85 


[Text] Hanoi VNA No. 20 -- VIETNAM NEWS AGENCY is authorized to categorically reject 
fabrications made by the Thai authorities and spread by Western sources over recent 

days that Vietnamese troops in Kampuchea have made many intrusion into Thaili.ad and 
pounded with artillery rounds many areas inside the Thai territory, causing many casual- 
ties to Thai troops. This is but a repetition of customary lies made by the Thai ruling 
circles. These slanderous charges have been many at time rejected by the pubiic and 
once confessed by the Thai side itself. [sentence as received] 


Mention would be made of the fact of the intrusion into Kampuchea by three Thai troops 
who were captured by the Kampuchean border-guards on Oct. 5, 985. Although the Thai 
Foreign Ministry on Oct. 21 slanderously charged Vietnamese troops with capturiiug these 
three Thai soldiers in the Thai territory, the supreme commander of the Thai Armed 
Forces, General Athit Kamlang-ek, has to acknowledge the fact that the three Thai troops 
were captured in Kampuchea while they were accidentally trespassing on the Kampuchean 
land. 


Facts in recent years have proved that the Thai rulers have time and again spread 
slanderous charges against Vietnam in an attempt to cover up Thailand's violations of 
Kampuchea's territorial sovereignty and its assistance to the genocidal Pol Pot clique 
and other Khmer reactionaries in their sabotage activities against the People's Republic 
of Kampuchea. 
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HANOI REPORTS ON PRC ARMS SHIPMENT TO THAILAND 


BK200325 Hanoi Domestic Service in Vietnamese 2300 GMT 19 Nov 85 


[Text] The Thai magazine [?WAR] [Chieens Tranh] on 10 November reported that China has 
shipped to Thailand 18 130-mm guns, 24 67-ton tanks, and a number of 85-mm antitank 
rifles and 37-mm antiaircraft guns. The majority of these weapons have been given free 
to ThaiJand by China, partly in return for Thailand's assistance to the Khmer Rouge. 


NHAN DAN ARTICLE HAILS JCP'S 17TH CONGRESS 
OW191051 Hanoi VNA in English 0707 GMT 19 Nov 85 


[Text] Hanoi VNA Nov 19 -- NHAN DAN in an article today warmly welcomes the 17th 
Congress of the Communist Party of Japan. The paper says that the Communist Party of 
Japan has gone through a protracted and difficult but glorious stage of struggle in the 
63 years since its founding, against the monarchical and militar{st regime before, and 
Japanese monopoly capitalism in collusion with the United States at present, for welfare, 
democracy and social progress. 


The paper goes on: 


"Now as before, the Communist Party of Japan has always been in the van of the struggle 
of all democratic and progressive forces in a unified front for an independent, democra- 
tic, peaceful neutral and prosperous Japan. The tireless activities in the genuine 
interests of the working class and people have heightened the prestige and influence of 
the party at home and in the world. The party has also been standing at the forefront 

of the Japanese people's movement in support of the Vietnamese people's liberation fight. 
It severely condemned China's invasion of Vietnam in February 1979 as an arbitrary 
challenge to peace in Asia and the world as well as to the sovereign right of nations. 
The party is also actively supporting the Vietnamese people's national construction", 


In conclusion, the paper wishes the militant solidarity and friendship between the two 
peoples further consolidation and development. 


HANOI MEETING MARKS TREATY WITH HUNGARY 


0W201712 Hanoi VNA in English 1608 GMT 20 Nov 85 


[Text] Hanoi VNA Nov 20 -- A get-together was held here today by the Vietnam Committee 
for Solidarity and Friendship With Other Peoples (VCSFOP) to mark the first anniversary 
of the .igning of the Vietnam-Hungary treaty of friendship and cooperation, It was 
attended by Tran Lam, emmber of the Communist Party of Vietnam Central Committee and 
Presidium member of the (?sponsoring) committee; Trinh Ngoc Thai, secretary general of 
the VCSFOP Committee; and representatives of the Foreign Ministry and the International 
Committee of the CPV Central Committee. Bela Venyei, Hungarian ambassador to Vietnam, 
and the visiting delegation of the Hungarian (Solidarity) Committee led by President 
Sandor Jakab were present. Speaking on the occasion Tran Lam and Hungarian officials 
praised the fraternal friendship and close cooperation between Vietnam and Hungary mark- 
ed by the signing of the friendship and cooperation treaty and wished their ties further 


development and consolidation. 


--~ 
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MALAYSIA 


PRIME MINISTER DEPARTS FOR 9-DAY PRC VISIT 
BK200618 Kuala Lumpur International Service in English 0600 GMT 20 Nov 85 


[Text] Prime Minister Datuk Sri Dr Mahathir Mohamed left for China this morning on a 
9-day official visit. His trip to China is at the invitation of his counterpart Mr Zhao 
Ziyang, who visited Malaysia in 1981. Accompanying him were his wife Datuk Sri Datin 
Paduka Dr Siti Hasmah, several ministers, officials, and leading businessmen from the 
private s ctor. Datuk Sri Dr Mahathir and his delegation will visit Shanghai, Hangchow, 
Xian, and Guangzhou apart from Beijing. During the visit Datuk Sri Dr Mahathir is 
expected to hold discussions with senior staff and other senior Chinese leaders on 
bilateral, regional, and international issues of mutual interest. 


RELIGIOUS TEACHERS BANNED, CURFEW CONTINUES 


BK201205 Kuala Lumpur Domestic Service in English 1130 GMT 20 Nov 85 


[Text] All ceramahs [religious lecturers] have been temporarily banned in Kedah, 
Kelantan, Terengganu, Perlis, and north Perak. The measure has been taken to ease the 
tension in these states following the incident at Kampong (Memaling), Baling, in Kedah 
yesterday in which 18 people were killed. The acting prime minister, Datuk Musa Hitam, 
disclosed this at a special briefing for senior editors in Kuala Lumpur. Earlier, he 
disclosed details of the incident in a special address in the Dewan Rakyat [House of 
Representatives]. Datuk Musa, who is also the minister of home affairs, said 4 of the 
18 killed were members of the police force and the rest comprised criminals who had been 
active in the area. Twenty policemen and nine members of the public were also injured. 
A total of 159 people were arrested and various types of weapons confiscated. Datuk 
Musa said the leader of the criminal group, Ibrahim Mahmud, was among those killed in 
the incident. He described the incident as a tragedy and a black mark in the history of 


the country. 


The acting prime minister appealed to all to work for peace, harmony, and prosperity, 
which the country enjoys so far. This is a joint responsibility. He pointed out that 
upholding the law and Constitution will be a reality only if the rakyat [people] [words 
indistinct]. Datuk Musa extended condolences on the behalf of the government and the 
people to the (?bereaved) families of the police personnel and others killed or injured 
in the tragedy. He also extended his appreciation and thanks to members of the police 
force who carried out their operations with full responsibility and dedication. Datuk 
Musa added that a 3 p.m.-5 a.m. curfew imposed in Baling will continue until the situa- 


tion improves. 


USSR'S RYABOV DENIES SUBMARINE INTRUSIONS 


BK140151 Kuala Lumpur BERITA HARIAN in Malay 6 Nov 85 p 2 


[Text] Soviet Deputy Prime Minister Yakov Petrovich Ryabov said his country had never 
sent its submarines into Malaysian national waters. He denied several reports on sus- 
pected Soviet submarines' intrusion into the South China Sea and the Straits of Malacca 
early this year. "If it is true that the Malaysian authorities had actually detected 
submarines in this country's waters, there is a great possibility that those vessels are 
from other countries, and not from the Soviet Union," he said during a press meeting 
before ending his 5-day visit here. 


Touching on the Cambodian issue, Mr Ryabov said the Soviet Union respects as well as 
agrees with Malaysia's stand that the people of that country should be given the free- 
dom to determine their own system of government. 
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He said the issue was disclosed to Prime Minister Datuk Sri Dr M:hathir Mohamed and 

some other cabinet ministers during their meeting. According to him, the resolution of 
the three Indochinese foreign ministers conference held recently indicated that they are 
willing to hold discussions to resolve the problem. However, he said, the problem should 
be resolved by those countries involved, and it could worsen if foreign powers try to 
interfe.e. According to him, the current situation in Cambodia has improved, and the 
Soviet Union fully supports all efforts, especially those which can improve the country's 
economy. 


Concerning trade between Malaysia and the Soviet Union, Mr Ryabov said currently coopera- 
tion is not strong and should be improved by researching the markets of both countries 
and also by increasing more trade delegations. According to him, the Soviet Union is 
interested in participating in industrial projects in Malaysia, especially in sectors 
connected to tin, copper, mining as well as petroleum. He said his country is willing 

to receive primary commodities as payment for their participation. He a'so said several 
global issues were discussed during his meeting with Datuk Sri Dr Mahathir. 


He said, he clarified to the prime minister the Soviet '/nion's support against the wea- 
pons race in space and the expansion of military power in the world. He said, "The 
Soviet Union is working hard to ensure peace but "the other party" is not takin, a posi- 
tive stand on our efforts." But parties should honestly present their opinions, especi- 
ally concerning the need to lessen enmity in Southeast Asia, Asia, the Pacific as well 
as in other regions of the world. 


Touching on the upcoming Geneva summit between Soviet leader Mikhail Gorbachev and Presi- 
dent Reagan of the United States, Mr Ryabov stressed that his country will voice "the 

world's desire for peace." He said that Datuk Sri Dr Mahathir's accepting Mr Gorbachev's 
invitation to visit his country next year will also increase trade between the two coun- 
tries. He added, the Soviet Union considers Malaysia not only as a nonaligned nation but 


also as a friend. 


TIN MINERS ASK SMELTERS TO INCREASE ADVANCES 
HK201234 Hong Kong AFP in English 1030 GMT 20 Nov 


{Excerpt] Kuala Lumpur, Nov 20 (AFP) -- Malaysian miners hit by serious cash flow prob- 
lems in the current tin crisis have asked smelters to increase their 30 percent advance 
payments for tin ore deliveries. Hew See Tong, the vice-president of the All-Malaya 
Chinese Mining Association, saia yesterday that two tin smelting companies had been 
asked to raise their cash advances from the current 350 Malaysian dollars (145.8 U.S.) 
per picul (133 pounds or 293 kilograms) to between 500 Malaysian dollars (208 U.S.) and 
600 Malaysian dollars (250 U.S.) 


The two smelters, Datuk Keramat Smelting and Malaysian Smelting, resumed paying advances 
on Friday after a week-long interruption to help the miners overcome cash flow problems 
resulting from last month's closure of tin markets in London and here. The two companies 
had stopped advance payments on November 12 when the International Tin Council complained 
that the Malaysian government should not encourage a secondary market in tin while the 
Kuala Lumpur Tin Market (KLTM) and the London Metals Exchange (LME) had suspended trad- 


ing. 


Mr Hew said the current offer by the smelters was far from adequate to help miners meet 
their heavy commitments. He added that the smelters were "responsive" and had indicated 
that they would consider his plea. "If the smelters can pay the miners advances of up 

to 40 or 50 percent of the ITC's floor price (29.15 Malaysian dollars per kilogram, or 

2.2 pounds), we reckon many of them would be able to continue their operations and can 

afford to wait for the KLTM to reopen," he said. 
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MARCOS SWEARS IN NEW SUPREME COURT CHIEF JUSTICE 


HK210325 Manila Far East Broadcasting Company in English 2300 GMT 20 Nov 85 


[Text] President Marcos yesterday [20 November) said that as long as the judiciary 
remains unimpeachably independent and is composed of men not only of probity but of 
talent and wisdom, freedom and democracy will prevail in the country. The president 
made this statement after administering the oath of office to Justice Ramon Aquino as 

the 14th chief justice of the Supreme Court at ceremonies held in Malacanang. The presi- 
dent said the Supreme Court symbolizes the rule of law in every democracy and is con- 
sidered the court of last record. Aquino replaced former Chief Justice Felix Makasiar 
who retired at the age of 70 yesterday. Before the oath-taking rites, the president 
conferred the order of kalantiaw [honorary title] on Makasiar. 


Critics Denounce Appointment 


HK201509 Hong Kong AFP in English 1452 GMT 20 Nov 85 


[Text] Manila, Nov 20 (AFP) -- President Ferdinand Marcos today swore into office as 
the supreme court's new chief justice a law-school classmaie and staunch supporter whose 
appointment was swiftly attacked by administration critics. 


Ramon Aquino took over from the retired Felix Makasiar today in a ceremony at the presi- 
dential palace. Both graduated with Mr Marcos from the University of the Philippines 
law school in 1939. Mr Marcos bypassed for the second time senior Associate Justice 
Claudio Teehankee, who by tradition should have been chief justice ahead of Mr Makasiar. 
Mr Teehankee is a consistent critic of the administration's human rights record. 


As today's handover took place, a prominent lawyer and human rights campaigner accused 
President Marcos of picking his "cronies" for the chief justice post. "As if political 
and economic cronyism were not enough, we now see Mr Marcos institutionalizing judicial 
cronyism," lawyer Rene Saguisag said in a statement. Mr Saguisag proposed that a U.S.- 
style process be adopted whereby judicial nominees are screened even before their names 
are given to the president. 


The opposition MALAYA newspaper today announced the bypassing of Mr Teehankee, saying 


the principle of seniority in appointing the chief justice was a "blind criterion" 
which ensured the independence of the judiciary. 


BAT\SAN APPROVES BILL ON Pfr DENTIAL SUCCESSION 


HK210235 Manila Far East Broadcasting Company in English 2300 GMT 20 Nov 85 


[Text] A new order of succession for the presidency in case of permanent vacancy or 

in the event of a temporary disability has been approved by the Batasang Pambansa last 
night on its second reading. The order of presidential succession will be the vice 
president, prime minister, speaker, deputy prime minister or the speaker pro tempore. 
In case the president resigns before the 1987 election, dies, is removed from office, or 
is permanently disabled, the speaker will act as the president until the new president 
and vice president have been elected. Meanwhile the opposition has served notice that 
it will question the constitutionality of Cabinet Bill No 7. The bill calls for a 
special presidential and vice presidential election on February 7 next year without 
President Marcos resigning. The notice will be filed with the Supreme Court the moment 
President Marcos signs the bill into law and if the version to be passed by the Batasan 
will not be altered in its present form. 
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VER ASKS COURT TO DISMISS MISTRIAL PETITION 


HK210327 Manila Far East Broadcasting Company in English 2300 GMT 20 Nov 85 


[Text] Armed Forces chief of staff on leave General Fabian Ver will file an omnibus 
motion with the Supreme Court today. The motion seeks to dismiss the petition for 
mistrial on the grounds that it has no basis in fact (as alaw). Ver also said, through 
his counsel Dean Antonio Cornel, that he will ask the high court to lift its ruling that 
stopped the Sandiganbayan from promulgating its decision on the Aquino-Galman slay case. 
The Sandiganbayan cancelled the promulgation of the decision last Wednesday in view of 
the restraining order issued by the Supreme Court. 


RAMOS ORDERS PROBE INTO MILITARY ‘GUNRUNNING' 


HK210245 Manila Far East Broadcasting Company in English 2300 GMT 20 Nov 85 


[Text] Acting Armed Forces chief Lieutenant General Fidel Ramos sent two special 
investigation teams to Mindanao to look into the reported gunrunning activities in 
Central Mindanao and a gambling syndicate in lloilo. Gen Ramos also ordered Region 

12 Commander Brigadier General Cesar Tapia and Region 6 Commander Isidoro de Guzman to 
conduct their own investigation. The gunrunning activities in Central Mindanao and the 
gambling syndicate in Iloilo are allegedly controlled by military personnel. 


NEW COALITION WANTS CORAZON AQUINO AS CANDIDATE 


HK210727 Hong Kong AFP in English 0708 GMT 21 Nov 85 


[Text] Manila, Nov 21 (AFP) -- A new coalition of opposition parties today declared 
that it would challenge President Ferdinand Marcos in a snap presidential election in 
early 1986, and said it wanted Corazon Aquino as its standard bearer. Radicals and 
moderates closed ranks at a closed-door meeting and formalized the new political coali- 
tion, endorsing the widow of slain opposition leader Benigno Aquino as their preferred 
candidate, Mr Aquino's younger brother Agapito told AGENCE FRANCE-PRESSE. Mrs Aquino 
has net yet agreed to stand in the presidential poll, but said recently that she would 
seriousiy consider becoming a candidate if President Ferdinand Marcos called a snap poll 
and if the Corazon Aquino for President Movement gained one million supporters. 


Today's new political coalition came after an opposition split at the weekend, when M.P. 
Cecilia Munoz-Palma resigned the chairmanship of an opposition umbrella body, the National 
Unification Committee (NUC), after a heated altercation with presidential aspirant 
Salvador Laurel. The NUC was charged with setting up a mechanism to choose a single 
opposition candidate for a presidential poll. Mr Laurel, a frontrunner to become the 
opposition candidate, is president of the Philippines’ largest opposition party, the 
United Nationalist Democratic Organization (Unido). 


Agapito Aquino, the new group's spokesman, said it would participate in the presidential 
and vice presidential polls, "subject to their legality." The coalition plans to ask 
the Supreme Court to declare unconstitutional a snap presidential poll with Mr Marcos 
holding on to his post. Mr Marcos refuses to step down before the election, and has 
sent the speaker of parliament a post-dated resignation letter, which will not take 
effect until the moment the winner of the election assumes office. 


The National Assembly last night approved a bill providing for an order of succession 
if the presidency falls vacant and giving limited powers to the acting president. 
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The succession bill was approved a day after a legislative committee set February 7 as 
the date for a snap presidential and vice presidential poll. 


The new opposition coalition has not chosen a name, but opposition sources said a likely 
choice was Laban, meaning fight -- the name of Benigno Aquino's party when he ran and 
lost in a general election in 1978 while in military detention. 


Meanwhile, the Corazon Aquino for President Movement (CAPM) today vowed to have a million 
signatures urging her to run for president by early next week. The CAPM president, 
former publisher Joaquin Roces, said they already had more than 708,000 signatures. 


Laurel Comments 
HK210855 Hong Kong AFP in English 0848 GMT 21 Nov 85 


[Text] Manila, Nov 21 (AFP) -- Mr Laurel today urged his supporters not to make state- 
ments harmful to other opposition groups, saying Unido's focus should be "to dismantle 
the Marcos regime and work for the restoration of freedom, justice and democracy." "In 
the welter of arguments and counter-arguments, we may be losing sight of our common 
enemy which is the present oppressive and repressive regime that has caused untold 
sufferings on our people. All of us in the opposition must therefore unite and close 
ranks against Mr Marcos, regardless of honest differences of opinion among us," the 
Unido leader said in a statement. 


NATIONAL UNIFICATION GROUP ELECTS NEW CHAIRMAN 


HK200349 Manila Far East Broadcasting Company in English 2300 GMT 19 Nov 85 


[Text] Former Senator Soc Rodrigo is the new chairman of the National Unification 
Committee [NUC]. Rodrigo succeeds former Supreme Court Justice Cecilia Munoz-Palma who 
resigned last November 15 following an altercation with former Senator Salvador Laurel. 
Rodrigo held the post of NUC vice chairman prior to Palma's resignation. He was elected 
chairman at an emergency meeting of the NUC yesterday [19 November]. 


UNIDO OFFICIAL TO ADVISE LAUREL TO STEP DOWN 


HK200503 Hong Kong AFP in English 0225 GMT 20 Nov 85 


[Text] Manila, Nov 20 (AFP) -- Unido [United Nationalist Democratic Organization] 
Secretary-General Rene Espina today said the divided opposition would soon close ranks 
and field a single presidential ticket in the projected February 7 snap presidential 
polls. Mr. Espina, top aide of Unido President Salvador Laurel, told a television 
audience he had no doubts that Mr. Laurel, Corazon Aquino and other opposition presi- 
dential aspirants would rally behind just one candidate. 


The U.ited Democratic Nationalist Organization (Unido), the most potent political group 
in this country, spearheaded the opposition's spectacular performance in last year's 
parliamentary polls by winning one third of the seats. Mr. Espina said that although 
he was a staunch supporter of Mr. Laurel for the presidency, he would advise him to step 
down in favor of another candidate who he felt would have more chances of defeating 
President Ferdinand Marcos. Mr. Espina was presumably referring to Corazon Aquino, 
widow of murdered opposition leader Benigno Aquino, who indicated she might run if a 
popular draft for her should gather a million signatures. 
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The combined opposition split last weekend when M.P. Cecilia Munoz Palma resigned the 
chairmanship of the National Unification Committee (NUC) after a heated altercation with 
Mr. Laurel. The NCU is the opposition umbrella body tasked with setting up the mechanism 
to choose just one opposition presidential candidate. 


COURT DECLARES PIMENTEL MP FOR CACAYAN DE ORO 


HK200355 Manila Far East Broadcasting Company in English 2300 GMT 19 Nov 85 


[Text] The Supreme Court yesterday [19 November] declared Aquilino Pimentel Jr of the 
opposition PDP-LABAN [Philipino Democratic Party-Lakas ng Bayan] as the newly-elected 
member of the Batasang Pambansa representing the lone seat of Cagayan de Oro City. Ina 
resolution, the tribunal also annulled the Comelec's [Commission of Election] decision on 
October 24, 1984 proclaiming Pedro Roa of the Kilusang Bagong Lipunan as the winner. The 
tribunal also lifted its restraining order stopping both Pimentel and Roa from discharg- 
ing their functions and duties as Batasan members, saying it would be unfair for the 
people of Cagayan de Oro City to be deprived indefinitely of representation in the legis- 
lature. It will be recalled that Pimentel was proclaimed by the city board of canvas- 
sers as the winner in the May 14, 1984 election, having gathered 63,784 votes against 
Roa's 39,102 votes. 


VALENCIA ON SPLINTERING OF OPPOSITION GROUPS 


HK200353 Quezon City Maharlika Broadcasting System in English 0130 GMT 20 Nov 85 
["Analysis of the News" by Tvedoro Valencia] 


[Text] Well, what do you know. The opposition is now splintered into three groups. 
Well, actually only two -- the majority and one minor. The pendulum could swing either 
way. But, at this point in time, nobody who understands Philippine politics and poli- 
tians would believe that the opposition should unite under one single candidate. [Words 
indistinct] there will be two, and no less than former Justice Cecilia Munoz-Palma pre- 
dicted as much. I can say without fear of [word indistinct] that ex-senator Doy Laurel 
will be one of the candidates. Now the other candidate will either be Cory Aquino or, 
if she does not want to run, somebody else from her group, the people who are supporting 
her. Well, Jovito Salonga, a presidential hopeful, stole a march on other people by 
saying, [words indistinct]. Meaning to say: While he would like to join if possible 
the slot allotted to Cory Aquino, but [words indistinct] that it should be contested by 
other hopefuls, namely Eva Estrada “alaw, Ramon Mitra Jr, and of course Francisco Tatad, 
John Osmena, or Alonto of the Feaeral Party of Mindanao. There are others, as you very 
well know, but they have more or less [words indistinct] because of this confrontation 
anong the leaders of Laurel and Cory Aquino. 


President Marcos is indeed a very lucky politician. There will not be anything to pro- 
voke this negation or this disintegration by the opposition. It happened when he was not 
looking and he had nothing to lose if that happened. As you very well know, there are 
these opposition [words indistinct] between former Justice Cecilia Munoz-Palma and 
ex-senator Salvador Laurel during a meeting of the National Unification Committee. 

[Words indistinct]there is no such thing as unification and committee because this com- 
mittee disintegrated the unification. In other words, instead of unification, division. 
And President Marcos, it seems, is having second thoughts. I know that there are no 
plans to hold the snap election. If possible this idea will be withdrawn. 


IV. 21 Nov 85 P 5 PHILIPPINES 


But it has already done its work. The call for a snap election exposed the vaunted unity 
among opposition leaders. 


You remember the time of the arrival of ex-senator Laurel at the Manila International 
Airport fromatrip to the United States, wherein he was met by Cory Aquino and other 
leaders of opposition groups, all [words indistinct] and the opposition was united. But 
that was to be the last demonstration of unity because thereafter, the truth came out 
and it is not beautiful. 


POSSIBLE VICE PRESIDENTIAL CANDIDATES DISCUSSED 


HK191436 Quezon City VERITAS in English 17 Nov 85 pp 18, 19 
[By Joann Baena Cruz] 


[Text] The political seesaw has once again dipped in the other direction as a strong 
possibility looms that the special elections, which will supposedly be held in January 
next year, may not include the post of vice president [VP]. The inclusion of this posi- 
tion in the "snap elections," was made just a few days ago-right after President Marcos 
had first announced that the election would be for the presidency only. The issue of 
whether or not to include the VP post in the coming election has been put to the Batasan 
committee on the revision of laws, codes and constitutional amendments headed by Politi- 
cal Affairs Minister and MP Leonardo B. Perez (KBL). Both the opposition and some mem- 
bers of the ruling party have expressed doubts about the inclusion of the vice presi- 
dency. According to them, the issue is still "Marcos" and that only a "vote of confi- 
dence" is needed. 


Labor Minister Blas Ople echoed this view in an interview with VERITAS. He said that 
any speculation as to who the president will pick as his running mate would be premature 
as "a good number of my colleagues in the KBL will move to modify Cabinet Bill No 7 to 
make the elections in January an exclusive one for the presidency" and include the VP 
post in the local elections scheduled for May 1986. The president has said, however, in 
explaining his decision to include the VP post, that the issue has veered away from just 
himself but also to the "stability of the government." Pertinent to this, he noted, was 
the issue of succession. The president did not announce as to who he will field in as 
his running mate except to say that the slot is "wide open." 


At any rate, armchair analysts and politicians, not able to take any chances, ha > gotten 
into the spirit of things and have come out with their personal favorites as to the 
president's possible running mate. Traditionally, the president chooses his running mate, 
taking into account the geopolitical factor unless he decides to ignore this. If the 
president hails from Luzon, it is generally assumed that his running mate should come 
from the Visayas or Mindanao. In 1965 and 1969, President Marcos’ running mate was 
Fernando Lopez of the Visayas. Lopez once again looms as the sentimental favorite-albeit 
only a very rare possibility-but this time for the opposition. 


The president, sources say, may also choose someone from his own family such as his wife, 
Imelda, or his brother-in-law Benjamin Romualaz. The first lady, however, recently 
reiterated denials that she would run. She was quoted by the JAPAN TIMES as saying that 
"Even if it (the vice presidency) is at stake, I do not have the intention to run. I 
will not succeed him (Marcos) even if something happens to the president during his 
term..." Aside from taking on special diplomatic assignments for the president, the 
first lady is also Metro Manila governor and human settlements minister. She hails from 


Leyte. 
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Her brother, Philippine Ambassador to the United States, has also been named as a possi- 
bility. Romualdez was earlier this year the subject of mth speculation when he figured 
prominently in the impeachment resolution filed against the president. The resolution 
included an item alleging a violation in the Constitution that bans an elective official 
from being appointed to another position simultaneously. The frontrunner among the KBL 
contenders, observers predict, is Deputy Prime Minister and Local Government Minister 
Jose Rono. A KBL stalwart, Rono hails from Samar. 


The TIMES JOURNAL also recently published a list of possible contenders including Prime 
Minister Cesar Virata of Cavite; Speaker Nicanor Yniguez who is from Leyte; Labor Minis- 
ter Ople of Bulacan; MP Alejandro Almendras of Davao and Lorenzo Teves, governor of 
Negros Oriental. Other possibilities include Supreme Court Justice Felix Makasiar of 
Negros Occidental who is due to retire this month and Lanao del Sur Governor Ali Dimaporo. 


Defense Minister Juan Ponce Enrile has also been bruited about as a possibility. He wa: 
previously labeled "presidential timber" but continues to maintain that he will run "if 
Mr Marcos or Mrs Marcos will not run." In an interview with Veritas regarding the possi- 
bility of his running for the vice presidency, Enrile was evasive. "That's a very 
hypothetical question. I am not dreaming of that, and Christmas is too far away." He 
also pointed out the geopolitical factor, saying that both he and the president hail 
from the north. Enrile is from Cagayan. However, he did say that he would like to 
"leave the matter to the president for, after all, it is he who must make a decision as 
to who among the people he knows ought to join him in his ticket." Also being bruited 
about as a possibility is Ambassador Eduardo Cojuangco who has made his home in Negros 
Occidental. Cojuangco is widely known to control the coconut industry and is the chair- 
man of San Miguel corporation, one of the largest in the country today. 


Observers likewise do not deny the possibility that the president may take on a 
recalcitrant member of his party. This dark horse candidate who, sources surmise, has 
only the slimmest chance, may be MP Arturo Tolentino who was fired from the post of 
foreign affairs minister early this year. Tolentino has brought up the yuestion of con- 
stitutionality of the snap elections but at the same time, maintains that if he is 
selected, he will make himself available for whatever position is offered him. Certain 
quarters believe that choosing Tolentino as the president's running mate would lend 
"credibility" although others insist that the gap between him and the president is too 
wide to bridge. Speculation also abounds that Tolentino will be fielded as the opposi- 
tion's candidate but even this is remote. 


Still, sources stress that in this particular election, everything is possible-including 
manipulating events so that there is even the possibility that the president will end up 
with a vice president who comes from the ranks of the opposition or, sources warn, the 
"so-called opposition." All these are sheer conjectures however, and it may be that no 
one mentioned above will be chosen. For as long as the ball remains in the other court, 
whatever happens next is anybody's guess. 


Labor Minister Comments 
HK191537 Manila METRO MANILA TIMES in English 19 Nov 85 pp l, 5 
[Text] Labor Minister Blas F. Ople yesterday said there was a possibility that both the 


presidential ard vice presidential candidates of the ruling Kilusang Bagong Lipunan (KBL) 
in the Feb. 7 special elections will come from Luzon. 
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Ople made this observation in yesterday's "Kapihan sa Manila" breakfast conference at 
the Manila Hotel which was attended by six opposition leaders. 


According to Ople, the so-called "north-south" concept of choosing the presidential and 
vice presidential tandem in presidential elections may be set aside this time."We in 
the KBL are taking a fresh look at this tradition," he said, hinting that a vice 
presidential bet of the ruling party may come from Luzon. 


Ople observed that it used to be the practice of political parties to choose a presi- 
dential standard bearer from the north and his running mate from the south, or vice 
versa, for geographical representation. There will be around 30 million voters in the 
forthcoming elections, Metro Manila, Central Luzon and Southern Tagalog alone would 
account for 37 percent of the votes. Metro Manila alone accounts for 15 percent of the 
voters," he said. By sheer strategic configuration, Ople said, Luzon may spell the 
victory or defeat of a presidential candidate in the polls. Ople himself comes from 
Bulacan, which is one of the provinces comprising Central Luzon. Pangasinan, which 
used to be part of Central Luzon, is now part of Northern Luzon. 


Ople said the selecticr ct a vice presidential candidate from Luzon by the KBL did not 
mean that there was no capable leader from the Visavas or Mindmao. 


Ople also challenged opposition leaders to come up with a strong presidential candidate 
to be pitted against President Marcos in the February 7 special elections. "We want 
to face a strong and credible challenge" from the opposition, Ople stressed. Ople 
hurled the challenge after each of the six opposition leaders was given the chance to 


discuss possible options for the opposition to achieve unity before the February 7 polls. 


"The opposition," Ople observed, "seems to be tor between claims of morality and 
political machinery. This is not a lovely equation." 


Ople was pitted alone against the six opposition stalwarts. They were MPs Marcelo Fernan of 
Cebu, Ramon Mitra of Palawan, Homobono Adaza of Misamis Oriental, Eva Estrada Kalaw of 
Manila, former Sen John Osmena and former Information Minister Francisco S. Tatad. 


EDITORIAL ON OPPOSITION'S CHANCE OF WINNING 


HK191532 Quezon City VERITAS in English 17 Nov 85 p 4 
[Editorial: "Opposition Will Win in January If --"] 


[Text] If there is anything that is certain about the extremely unpredictable, highly 
volatile issue of snap elections, it is this: President Marcos, in much the same way 
that he announced two years ago that he did not intend to die, does not intend to lose. 
Like the rest of us lesser mortals, Mr. Marcos has no control over this death. Despite 
the unlimited powers at his command, he cannot issue a presidential decree making him~ 
self immortal. Unfortunately, the same cannot be said of the forthcoming elections. 
He does have the power to rig the odds in his favor, and there is no question that he 
will not hesitate to do so. 


Already, he is hard at work manipulating the conduct of the elections. He has set the 
date for January 17, an wconscionably short two months between today and the date set. 
Within that short period, the opposition is supposed to iron out all differences, choose 
a presidential candidate, set up a nationwide political machine and mount a successful 
campaign. And that is not all he has done. He has come up with a scheme that, super- 
ficially at least, enables him to go around the constitutional provision that says that 
he must resign before any special election can be held. 
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With his now celebrat i post-dated resignation, he has adhered to the letter of the law 
without having to yield any of his limitless powers. 


From where he remains firmly ensconced in Malacanang, for instance, he can send signals 
to a compliant Batasan that barangay officials can be admitted inside the polling places. 
He can make it clear he would be displeased if the National Movement for Free Elections 
were to be accredited by the Commission on Elections. In fact, considering that he 
remains the chief executive of the land and the Commander-in-Chief of the Armed Forces 
of the Philippines, he can do almost anything to insure that he wi’l win. Does this 
mean, then, that his victory is a foregone conclusion and that the opposition is engaged 
in an effort that cannot but end in frustration, disapointment and defeat? Not neces- 
sarily. Remember that in all previous presidential elections, from 1964, when Manuel 

A. Roxas trounced Sergio Osmena, Sr., to 1946 when Mr. Marcos -- yes, the self-same 
Marcos who, it is clear now, has been in office longer than all the other Philippine 
Republic presidents combined -- the challenger always unseated the incumbent. 


Mr Marcos reversed that trend in 1969 when he ran for reelection. But it has been said 
that this was made possible only because only he among all previous presidents did not 
hesitate to exploit the vast powers of his office to seal his victory. Osmena didn't do 
it against Roxas. Elpidio Quirino also refrained from doing so in his battle with Ramon 
Magsaysay. So uid Carlos P. Garcia against Macapagal and Macapagal against Marcos. 


Mr Marcos, it is indubitable, is bent on clinging to power for as long as he can. Proof 
of this is his refusal to vacate Malacanang and to obey the constitutional provision that 
he turn over the reins of government to the Speaker who then will call special elections. 
He obviously wants to have his cake and eat it, too. 


Does the opposition stand a chance in the coming poll? Certainly -- provided that the 
various factions united, that they field only one candidate and that they pool all their 
resources, both in terms of finances and in party machinery. There is one thing going 
for the opposition. It is facing an administration that has condoned, or actually has 
been involved in, the most flagrant and the most grievous corruption in Philippine poli- 
tical history. 


Roxas beat Osmena partly because there was a whisper of a scandal -- a very minor one -- 
in the distribution of relief goods. Magasyay clobbered Quirino because the latter 
scandalized the voters for buying a bed costing five thousand pesos. Macapagal's victory 
over Garcia was aided and abetted by charges that some people close to Garcia had 
enriched themselves through the influence-peddling. The track record of certain members 
of the present administration in profligate spending and their reputation for dipping 
their dirty paws in the public treasury are so terrible that Filipinos have become the 
laughing-stock in international councils. 


Once, we were considered the land of opportunity, but the Marcos government has stripped 
us of all opportunity. Today, we are known, in Europe and the Middle East, as a bottom- 
less cornucopia for college graduates eager to become domestics. And in Japan, we are 
known as the prime exporters of "entertainers" willing to sell their bodies for a few 
yen. It will not take much for the opposition to bring these disgraceful facts to the 
attention of the electorate. It will not be too difficult for the opposition candidate 
to generate a groundswell of support. For the people are suffering. Unemployment is 

at an all-time high and the specter of hunger stalks the countryside. 


Under the Marcos dispensation, the people have lost all hope. They know that change is 
needed, and it is they -- and they alone -- through the peaceful use of the ballot who 
can bring about the change. 
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Lact year, during the Batasan elections, and in certain areas of the country, the 
people proved that a vigilant citizenry could safeguard the sanctity of the ballot no 
matter how much those in power tried to subvert it. In the coming election, the citi- 
zenry can do much more. If the people act in concert, if they join hands in a united 
effort to make the elections clean and free, they can elect a president who can wipe 
the slate clean of twenty years of misr.le, abuse and broken promises. When that 
happens, they can begin to hope again. 


MILITARY OFFICER CALLS SNAP ELECTION "DANGEROUS" 


HK190833 Quezon City VERITAS in English 17 Nov 85 p 17 
[By Carolyn 0. Arguillas] 


[Text] A high-ranking military officer in Davao warned that a Marcos win in the 
forthcoming snap elections ("and Marcos will surely win") would be very dangerous in 
that it could drive the moderates, the hungry and angry Filipinos to the height of 
desperation by embracing extreme radicalism. The officer does not welcome the idea 
of holding snap elections early next year in the light of current issues and problems 
like the questions of constitutionality or unconstitutionality of the snap elections. 
"They may be able to resolve it legally, but can it be resolved credibly?" 


Second, the pressure exerted by the United States Government. "Are we holding the 
elections for the good of our country or is this merely yielding to the pressures 
exerted by the U.S.?" 


Third, the effect on the economy, not only because of the amount involved in an elec- 
tion, but more specifically, the aftermath. 


Fourth, that there is little chance and time given to the opposition to come up with 
a fair fight. 


The officer hopes the president will not push through with the holding of snap elec- 
tions. Said he: "Why snap elections? Because the president says he wants to settle 
the ‘childish claims' to popularity on both sides? The real reason is that the presi- 
dent needs a fresh mandate, hoping that with a fresh mandate, his detractors will 
accept his leadership and unite to defeat insurgency. For isn't this the whole purpose 
of the exercise? Let's face it, will the winning of the President in this snap elec- 
tion which is beset with so many questions as it is, not increase the desperation 
among the moderates, the hungry and the angry people such that instead of waiting for 
another six years (to unseat wuarcos) they will do something else?" 


The Filipino people, the officer said, are pinning their hopes on this election. "If 
they lose hope, what happens?" The same officer also said he does not see any problem 
if only a Marcos win would be generally acceptable to the people and the opposition. 
The questions are, "with the conditions attendant to the forthcoming elections, 

would a Marcos win be generally acceptable? Will his winning gain the cooperation 

of the moderates?" 


The officer also said the opposition is partly to blame. "What did they do when the 
threat of a snap election was issued? Did they unite? They continued with their 
bickerings. They failed to show the people a credible and peaceful alternative." 


As to the question of violence or bloodshed in the forthcoming election, the officer 
said violence will come and pass in certain parts of the country but he fears that 
the results of the election will generally be very dangerous and more violent to the 
life of the Filipino nation. 
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MINDANAO DAILY MIRROR VIEWS SNAP ELECTION 


HK191522 Davao City MINDANAO DAILY MIRROR in English 5 Nov 85 p 2 
[Editorial: "Marcos Has Done It Again"] 


[Text] The latest political bombshell coming from Manila is the one that has President 
Marcos announcing the holding of snap elections for president and vice president next 
January. It was only weeks ago that Mr Marcos had ruled out any snap elections, and 
that it was the wish of the KBL at its last caucus. 


The propensity for going back on his word is now a well-known trait of the president, 
and this last example of it surprises no one. That is why the opposition has never 

let up in its campaign to put its act together against the day that such snap elections 
are called. The announcement also only serves to stress the fact that Mr Marcos rules 
the KBL with an iron hand, despite semblances of democratic processes in its caucuses. 
This has reduced the rest ot the KBL leadership below its titular head to mere robots 
doing his bidding. 


But the announcement of a snap election in January could also be a well-laid trap for 
the unwary oppositionist. Because Mr Marcos can change his mind when least expected, 
who can be certain that he will not announce in December that the presidential polls 
will be held in 1987, after all as mandated by law. That is power with a capital "P." 
Real raw Power! 


OPPOSITION NUC EXPECTS ‘DIRTY TRICKS' IN ELECTION 


HK160838 Quezon City VERITAS in English 10 Nov 85 p 15 
[By Efren L. Danao] 


[Text] Warnings are rife that the promised treat of snap presidential elections may 
turn out to be a trick. But whether trick or treat, the National Unification Committee 
(NUC) says it won't be caught flatfooted. The committee is now busily oiling its 
machinery in preparation for the "expected dirty tricks" in the tough and rugged race 
for the presidency and to make sure that the opposition remains united in this crucial 
contest. Top on its list of priorities is the move to ensure the fielding of only one 
ticket and to do so soonest. 


MP Cecilia Munoz Palma, NUC chairman, -nd MP Homobono Adaza, president of the Mindanao 
Alliance, said that today, it has become even more urgent for the NUC to be registered 
with the Commissior on Elections as a political umbrella organization. "This is our 
main course of action in ensuring that only one slate is fielded by the opposition," 
Munoz Palma said. "Unido will not object because it is within the NUC," Adaza added. 


The Mindanao solon explained that the NUC will have the accreditation for the presi- 
dential elections and that the question ~° dominant opposition party will become 
academic. "We have already agreed that the party of our presidential candidate will 
be the dominant party after the elections," he said. 


This Monday, opposition stalwarts will hold a pre-summit meeting at the Cojuangco 
building in Makati to discuss emong others "an easier way of picking a presidential 


candidate." 


IV. 21 Nov 85 P il PHILIPPINES 


Munoz-Palma said that the present NUC process entails the holding of a national con- 
vention but since they are pressed for time, they may just pick the candidate through 
a consensus of the opposition's leading lights. Under a previous agreement, the 
choice of vice presidential candidate will be left to the standard bearer to decide. 


Other items on the agenda of the Monday meeting include the approval of the minimum 
program of government and recommendations for the composition of the coalition team 

on public issues (a euphemism for shadow cabinet). So far, only the Unido has elected 
its nominee, Sen. Salvador "Doy" Laurel, to the opposition's pool of potential standard 
bearers. MP Ramon V. Mitra Jr. of PDP-LABAN said that his party will nominate Cory 
Aquino. Senator Jovito Salonga and MP Eva Estrada Kalaw, presidents of the two wings 
of the Liberal Party, said that their respective groups can come up with their nominees 
within 27 hours after the call for presidential elections is formalized. The regional 
parties are expected to throw their support behind either Cory or Doy. 


Beyond expressing its readiness to participate in the snap elections and to field a 
single slate, however, the opposition has withheld further comment "until Malacanang 
discloses the full details and mechanics of the election.” 


Salonga said his party is not in any position to make minimum demands or to air pro- 
posals on the holding of snap elections. This is in sharp contrast to the period 
before the May 1984 Batasan elections when the short-lived Kompil [Konggeso ny Manayang 
Philipino] declared that it will not participate unless certain minimum conditions 

are met. In a press statement, Salonga said that "the Liberal Party will participate 
in any snap election, but Marcos must resign as required by the Constitution." He, 
however, declined to state categorically that his party wing will boycott the elections 
if Marcos refuses to resign. 


Butz Aquino, Teofisto Guingona, Lorenzo Tanada, the Unido, the NUC, and several others 
are of the same opinion that the Constitution requires the resignation of President 
Marcos for a valid snap election to be called. There are some opposition quarters, 
however, who caution against pushing the issue of constitutionality too far. "The 
snap elections represent a golden opportunity to unseat Marcos. Let us not lose that 
opportuity by making his resignation a requirement because he certainly will not 
resign,’ a hardnosed politician said during the NUC emergency meeting at the Munoz- 
Palma residence last Monday. 


While the opposition remains in the dark on the mechanics of the snap elections, it 
is certain on one thing: that the president will not make the coming campaign a picnic 
for his opponents. 


MP Mitra told VERITAS: "We will find out first what the rules of the game are and 
then, we'll ask him to shuffle the cards because the deck is stacked in his favor." 
He said that the following "signs" indicate Mr Marcos won't hold clean and honest 
elections: He has not yet filled the two vacant posts of Comelec commissioners; the 
poll body is composed mostly of persons subservient to the dictates of the ruling 
party; the proposed omnibus election code gives the administration undue advantage; 
the continued training of Civilian Home Defense forces and the mayors’ control over 


the police. 


The president had earlier invited tae foreign press and members of the U.S. Congress 
to come to the Philippines and witness the elections "to show to the world that we 
can face immediately a snap election which is clean and without the use of force, 
harassment, or violence." MP Adaza claims, nonetheless, that the presence of foreign 
observers will not deter the KBL from cheating. "The foreign observers will not 

move around freely. They will be accompanied by either the KBL or opposition leaders. 
Then, there is the language barrier. They may observe the counting but cheating is 
not committed during the counting. It is committed during the canvassing of election 


returns," Adaza said. 


\. 
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MP Alberto Romulo said that all mechanisms for clean and honest elections are not yet 
in place but nevertheless, the opposition must participate "because we don't want to 
hand the presidency to Marcos on a silver platter," 


MP Luis Villafuerte said that the President cannot possibly garner more than 35 percent 
of the votes in a clean and honest election and called 15 percent cheating by the 
adm‘nistration "manageable." "Beyond this, we will lose," he said. 


One situation the opposition openly bats for is the synchronization of the local 
elections with the snap presidential elections. They contend, as Namfrel [National 
Citizens’ Movement for Free Elections] does, that in the initial stages of the coun- 
try's economic adjustment program, it can ill afford the costly burden of having two 
elections in one year. 


Adaza said that aside from campaign expenses expected to run from P300 to P500 million 
per candidate, the government will spend about P8 billion to enhance the candidacy of 
Mr Marcos. Sen. Rene Espina, Unido secretary-general, said the administration's "extra- 
legal expenses" may run from P15 to P20 billion. But beyond the economic angle is 

the political expediency involved in the synchronization of local and presidential 
elections. Adaza said it will be easier for the opposition to get more organized if 
local elections are held, Mitra said that political staiblity will be enhanced if local 
elections are involved. "The term of local officials will end this January. There 

are already grumblings on the extension of this term up to May. I don't know if 
there'll be violent reaction if their term is extended further," he said on reports 
that local elections won't be held after the snap elections. 


MP Romulo argues that the local elections must be held this year even if it is not 
synchronized with the presidential elections. "Local elections will help rehabilitate 
political institutions. There are many deadweights in the local governments and an 
election is the main cleansing process. If there is no synchronization, there should 
also be no further extension of the terms of local officials," he said. 


Espina has 10 illusions that the president will synchronize the two elections. "As 
a poker play°r, the president always has four aces up his sleeves. Don't expect him 
to give his opponents an equal chance to win," he said. 


Romulo fears that if the KBL agrees to synchronization, they might impose block voting 
as a requisite. Espina agrees that it is easy to cheat with block voting although he 
adds that “with the anger of the people now, it might be disadvantageous to the ad- 
ministration because even good KBL local officials can be swept out of power." Mitra 
said it doesn't matter if block voting is imposed or notina snychronized election. 
"Marcos will cheat anyway," he said even as he notes the more vigilant attitude of 


the citizenry. 


VALENCIA MAINTAINS PREDICTION OF NO SNAP ELECTION 


HK190337 Quezon City Maharlika Broadcasting System in Er ,lish 0130 GMT 19 Nov 85 


["Analysis of the News" by Teodoro Valencia] 


[Excerpts] Now that Mrs Cecilia Munoz~Palma has tendered her resignation as chairman 
of the National Unification Committee, it is still improbable that the committee can 
be reconstituted. In spite of what the other members of the opposition leadership 
told people at the Kapihan sa Maynila [Manila Coffeeshop ] yesterday, I doubt that 
they can do anything to [words indistinct] for national unity. 
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The Unido called for national unification some time back, and when it was clear that the 
unification was a formality, ex-senator Laurel yielded the chairmanship to Justice Palma 
in hopes thet would make it more credible for an Unido-backed national unification. 
(Words indistinct] because we found out that the National Unification Committee wanted 
to become a political organization, a political party, different from Unido. And of 
course the ensuing bad blood between ex-senator Laurel and Cecilia Munoz-Palma could not 
be avoided. It happened that Laurel lost his temper perhaps and demanded the resigna- 
tion of former Justice Palma. And what do you know, she resigned. [Words indistinct] 
that she could not continue to become an instrument for a masquerade. In other words, 
that the unity, the vaunted unity of the opposition never existed, and as far as she was 
concerned. [Words indistinct]. That happened eventually. Now she says that she is 
predicting that there will be two candidates of the opposition in the event that a snap 
election were really held under the aegis of the KBL. Some people say maybe there will 
be more than two, and before this happens, before only two eventually run for president, 
there will be a lot of bad blood among so many aspirants for president and vice 
president. 


I don't know what will happen but we have not changed in our prediction that there wil] 
be no snap election. There is nothing that has happened so far to change this concep- 
tion. On the contrary, there may not be any necessity for a snap election to prove the 
ease that President Marcos has to prove in the first place. [Words indistinct]. ‘To see 
that he is in command of the government. He is not only in command of the government, he 
calls the tune and everybody dances to the tune. It is as if in a [words indistinct] he 
owns the whole phonograph but he also owns all the records. 50 if he wants to play La 
Cucaracha, everybody will have to dance that. And if he wants to play a waltz, you'd 
better waltz or you are not in the game. 


So all the president had to do was call for a snap election, and immediately the opposi- 
tion went about the job of proving that they are not united although they have claimed 
before this that they were so united, they would give the KBL a run for their money. 

The president does not have to call a snap election anymore. He has proved everything; 
and for the disappointed Americans who thought all along that the opposition in the 
Philippines is so strong that President Marcos should shudder in his boots at the very 
thought of an election where he has to defend himself against the unified opposition -- 
those Americans must now realize that they were wrong, deadly wrong. [Words indistinct] 
a good many of the people that they have presumed to be [words indistinct] are going to 
vote for President Marcos in an election. In the case of Cebu, everybody associated Cebu 
with demonstrations, antigovernment demonstrations. The welga ng bayan [national strike] 
was very successful in Cebu. In an election, according to Ramon Durano who knows Cebu 
better than most, the president will carry the province of Cebu but not necessarily the 
City of Cebu. 


So politics has become more interesting lately. [word indistinct] so revealing, so 
aaddening for some people, and for the president a reaffirmation of what he had been 
saying which nobody was believing, and that is that he is in full command of his 
faculties, he is the leader of this nation, and any challenger will have to prove that 
his challenge will be worth bothering with. 


VERITAS COLUMNIST VIEWS CABINET BILL ON ELECTION 


HK190917 Quezon City VERITAS in English 17 Nov 85 p 18 
[By Efren L. Danao] 


[Text] A Cabinet bill is a categorical statement of the official stand of a ruling party 
on a particular issue. 
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As such, all party members are expected to give the cabinet bill their unstinted support. 
It should also be given top priority in the legislature's order of business. 


Cabinet Bill No. 7, filed Monday to govern the proposed snap elections, is anything but 
this accepted concept of a cabinet bill. First, the ruling Kilusang Bagong Lipunan (KBL) 
party has allowed its members to openly criticize the bill and to propose amendments, 
particularly to the ‘date and the election of a vice president, By so doing, the KBL has 
managed to becloud its real intentions and the bill ceases to represent its official 
stand. 


Political Affairs Minister Leonardo B. Perez said that although the bill provides for 
the election of a vice president, this may still be deleted by the committee on 
constitutional amendments and revision of laws "because some KBL members have very 
valid grounds against it." 


"The president called for snap elections so the people may have the opportunity to pass 
judgment on the validity of his programs, policies, and performance. Thus, including 
the vice presidency in the election might becloud the issue. It may not be conducive 
to a focus on the issue of the president's performance," Perez told VERITAS. 


KBL sources said the election of a vice president is very remote and noted that in the 
recent KBL caucus, party members did not even talk about it. "We discussed only the 
matter of resignation and constitutionality, they said. Despite this, the election 
of vice president is not yet completely discounted on account of President Marcos's 
frequent changes of mind on isuses related to the snap elections. 


The opposition and the Caucus of Independents have made a common cause out of the issue 
of the election of a vice president in the snap elections. They contend that the 
stability of the government will be greatly enhanced if the problem of succession is 
solved. Actually, the demand of the two groups for the election of a vice president 

is antedated two months earlier by a similar demand of two KBL MPs Eduardo Nonato 
Joson and Mario Garcia, both of Nueva Ecija. The two authored Parliamentary Bill No. 
7008 filed last September calling for the holding of a vice presidential election on 
May 3, 1986 together with the local elections. 


They explained their bill: "The plebiscite held on Jan 27, 1984 restored the position 
of vice president. This was done to provide for political stability and pre-empt a 
power struggle if the presidency becomes vacant for one reason or anther. 


"There was also the perception and fear that without such line of succession, what 
happened in Latin American and African countries will also happen in the Philippines. 

In other words, fear of a coup d'etat from the military or even a civilian-military 
junta was perceived as a danger to civilian supremacy pursuant to our republican govern- 
ment." Joson told VERITAS that even if the KBL decides against the holding of a vice 
presidential election, he will not change his stand. 


Aside from the issue of vice presidency, the accreditation of dominant opposition party 
is another controversial issue. Cabinet Bill No. 7 states "In case more than one 
registered political party, organization, aggroupment or coalition presented an official 
candidate for president and vice president, the Commissic: (on Elections) [Comelec] 
shall require them to agree on the nomination of a common representative in the citizens 
election committee, board of canvassers, printing committee, and other similar bodies." 
It also specifies that if these parties fail to come to an agreement, the Comelec shall 
determine which is the dominant opposition party. 
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NATIONAL FRONT DENIES RECEIVING SOVIET AID 


HK200513 Hong Kong AFP in English 0459 GMT 20 Nov 85 


[Text] Manila, Nov 20 (AFP) -- Philippine communist insurgents have denied U.S, reports 
that they were receiving Soviet aid but confirmed they were actively seeking material 
and political support from abroad, A statement of the National Democratic Front (NDF), 
a clandestine leftist alliance, published today by an opposition weekly said "no offer 
of assistance has come from that direction and neither have we received any (aid),." The 
NDF, led by the banned Communist Party of the Philippines (CPP) and its estimated 15,000- 
strong New People's Army (NPA), was reacting to U.S. intelligence reports of increased 
Soviet aid and contacts with them, "The NDF has made an open call to all revolutionary 
and progressive parties, movements, organizations, groups, individuals and even govern- 
ments throughout the world to extend political and material assistance." said the state- 
ment published by the WE FORUM Newspaper, 


The CPP-NPA, founded in the late 1960's, is heavily influenced by Maoist ideology and 
military strategy but is widely considered an indigenous movement that grew without any 
notable foreign support. Its rapid expansion in the last two years, when the economy 
nosedived and opposition leader Benigno Aquino's August 1983 murder sparked political 
turmoil, has apparently caused financial problems. The CPP organ THE NATION recently 
called on party members to be frugal and practise simple living. 


Meanwhile, the BUSINESS DAY newspaper today published an interview with NDF spokesman 
Antonio Zumel, a former newsman who went underground in 1972 when President Ferdinand 
Marcos launched over eight years of martial law. Mr Zumel reiterated the left's wait-and- 
see position regarding a planned snap presidential election set for February 7 and was 
non-commital on the question of participation or support for an opposition candidate, 


President Marcos, whose current term ends in 1987, is seeking a fresh mandate after 20 
years in power, citing the insurgency and economic c« .sis as the urgent problems he has 
to solve with a new vote of confidence, 


Mr Zumel, whose brother Jose is a brigadier general who heads the elite Philippire Mili- 
tary Academy, denied that elections would pose a setback or slow down the communist move- 
ment, which vows to reach a balance of power with government forces in three to five 
years, "We're watching developments so that we know how to advance the people's inter- 
ests. Whether (Mr Marcos) calls an election or not, our work goes on," Mr Zumel said, 
adding that he personally believed there will be no snap poll. 


On possible support for a candidate, Mr Zumel refused to individually assess Salvador 
Laurel, Corazon Aquino and Jovito Salonga, who are considered the top contenders to 
become the divided opposition's common candidate. 


ELECTION COMMISSION STUDIES USE OF COMPUTERS 


HK200501 Quezon City Maharlika Broadcasting System in English 0400 GMT 20 Nov 85 


[Text] The Comelec is now studying offers for the use of computers and electronic 
equipment for the coming snap polls. Sixteen private firms have offered the use of their 
facilities to speed up vote counting in the February poll. The use of the sophisticated 
equipment will make it possible to (know) the full results of the snap poll 24 hours 
after the poll booths close. Comelec Chairman Victorino Savellano said he expects fund- 
ing of the proposal under provisions of the proposed omnibus election code, [Savellano 
recording indistinct] 
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